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LESSON-1 

NEWS: MEANING, DEFINATION &NATURE 



OBJECTIVE: 

The objectives of a chapter on "News: Meaning, Definition and Nature" may include: 

• Defining the concept of news: The chapter will aim to provide a clear and concise 

definition of what news is and what it encompasses. This would involve discussing 

the different elements that make up news, such as timeliness, relevance, impact, and 

human interest. 

• Discussing the purpose of news: The chapter will explore why news is important and 

what role it plays in society. This would involve examining the various functions that 

news serves, such as providing information, shaping public opinion, and holding those 

in power accountable. 

• Examining the nature of news: The chapter will analyse the characteristics of news, 

such as its ephemerality, objectivity, and subjectivity. This would involve discussing 

how news is created, selected, and presented to the audience, as well as the different 

types of news media that exist. 

• Highlighting the challenges of producing and consuming news: The chapter will 

identify some of the key challenges that journalists and news consumers face in 

today's media landscape. This would involve discussing issues such as fake news, 

media bias, information overload, and the impact of new technologies on news 

production and consumption. 

• Exploring the future of news: The chapter will speculate on the future of news and 

how it might evolve in the coming years. This would involve examining trends such 

as the rise of digital media, the increasing importance of social media, and the 

changing nature of news consumption habits. 

 



INTRODUCTION: 

Human beings are always keen to know something new, rare, unique, exceptional, matchless, 

interesting. etc. They are curious and inquisitive by nature. They are always looking for 

information about anything and everything that interests and attracts them. This has been over 

the ages gone by and time immemorial. Most of the medium of mass communication have by 

and large been instrumental in satisfying the curiosities of human beings. Newspapers, 

magazines, books, internet, radio, television and several other mass media have been 

endeavouring to gather information and disseminate them to the people looking for such 

information. The most important need that media fulfil is of providing news—latest news from 

the place one is located, news of region, news of nation and of course of the world. It is hence 

clear that the most important input that anyone is looking from a mass medium. But what is 

meant by news? For that we must understand the concept, meaning, definitions and an overview 

of news 

INGRIDIENTS OF NEWS: 

News has to be written, presented or broadcast in such a manner or style that the reader, listener 

or viewer gets the most important information in a shortest possible span of time, in minimum 

words, without using superfluous, unnecessary and redundant words. It is often said that a news 

reporter should have “a nose for news”. They may have their whims and fancies of ‘smelling’, 

‘sensing’, or recognising the news, but there are certain established and well-known factors and 

ingredients which if present in the event or happening that have taken place, which for sure 

would be considered raising the event, happening, occurrence to the pedestals of a standard 

‘news’ story. Here are some of the most important ones: Timeliness, proximity, prominence, 

dimension, consequence, conflict, empathy, adventure and weather, among others.  



Timeliness: The time of occurrence of an event is the most important element of a news story. 

People want to know about the event as quickly as possible. Report of an event that happened 

yesterday or the day before yesterday is generally deemed stale and often not considered fit for 

publication, unless it is of extra ordinary nature, or extremely significant in some manner So, 

the time of the event’s occurrence is immensely crucial for it to be considered news. News may 

cease to be news after 24 or even after 12 hours in today’s race against time and the age of 

Internet and smartphones. Readers, listeners or viewers now a day, very well recognise the 

immediacy and perishability as profusely vital factors in ‘news fall’ and news reporting. It is 

said that stale news is abhorred as stale bread 

Proximity: Closeness or nearness of an event or an incident to the audience has tremendous 

importance for reporters as well as for a newspaper. Proximity could be geographical or 

relevance to the audience. The more ‘local’ or closer the site where the event took place, the 

greater will be its importance to be termed as news. To take an example, Kolkata, June 4 - The 

Kolkatans were taken aback by a series of blasts that took place in the local Park Street claiming 

15 lives on Monday evening. This story would naturally be on front page in all the local 

newspapers, but may be relegated to a remote corner of the inside pages by the papers in 

Jammu, Bhopal, Guwahati, Surat, Madurai or Chandigarh. A local angle to the news has greater 

appeal and greater relevance due to the fact that the victims may be known to the newspaper 

staff and could be its readers, buyers, and advertisers or people living close to the newspaper 

office 

Prominence: If a well-known personality happens to be involved in the event, it will invariably 

make news. For example, if the prime minister strains his ankle while walking to the car, or a 

celebrity has a bathroom fall, it makes news. The important fact is that the famous, the infamous 

and even the eccentric command a special appeal for audiences. This is also due to the fact that 

high profile families enjoy privacy and often make news for any pleasant or unpleasant event. 



Dimension: The number of people involved or affected or losses that occur in terms of huge 

money by an event makes news. For example, if 500 or more people die in an earthquake in 

Manila, the Philippines, it makes news even in India as human lives are precious wherever 

these are lost. But if heavy rains flood low-lying areas in Mumbai or Patna, and 23 people are 

killed, and four high-rise buildings collapse, it makes much bigger news in India, and 

automatically gets front page treatment, possibly with tell-tales photographs from the scene. 

Similarly, if in a fire in Vadodra property worth lakhs is destroyed and several deaths are 

reported, that too will need front page featuring. Here, we see the number of people though 

less, but the proximity factor comes in making the news ‘local’, requiring a different, and 

serious way of presentation in the newspaper 

Impact: If the U.S. president or British prime minister announces his plans to sanction military 

aid to Pakistan, it’s bound to impact the Indo-US or IndoBritish ties, and also Indo-Pak 

relations. Similarly, if the Union Government increases income tax in its annual budget, or 

levies a tax on purchase of cars, that make all-India news. Or, if the chief minister of a state in 

India abolishes state grants for the private-aided schools, the children of lower middle class or 

poor parents availing fee concession may be hit adversely as the consequence of the new policy, 

thus, it will make big news for all citizens of that state 

Human Interest: Quite often, newspaper reporters come across situations, which induce 

emotions of mercy or sentiments or sympathy. For example, if a visually- challenged person 

performs some daring act, such as scaling Mount Everest, or a hearing-challenged boy scores 

a meritorious position in a competitive examination, these are human interest stories. Again, if 

a bicycle rickshaw puller’s son gets selected in IIM / IIT admission test, or a primary school 

teacher’s daughter finds herself in the civil services merit list, we call these as human-interest 

stories. You may recall the incident when a four-year-old child by the name of Prince, fell in a 

way-side 30-foot-deep well some years ago; the rescue work by the army personnel was put 



out live on many television channels. This was a live human-interest story which attracted the 

interest of viewers all over India for many hours, till the rescue act was completed 

Conflict: Conflict of any type – political, social, cultural, communal, among some sections of 

society, difference of opinion among two or more political parties, conflict among some 

warring groups, or more of such conflicts always make news. As you would have seen those 

differences between the Bhartiya Janata Party and the Communist Party (Marxist) and the 

Indian National Congress on the Indo-US nuclear deal made news in India for several months. 

You will find that many more such issues figure in newspapers as news very often 

Adventure: As we mentioned earlier, tackling difficult-to-handle tasks easily or smoothly or 

daringly by disabled individuals always make news anywhere. When a 70-year-old Japanese 

woman attempted to scale the Mount Everest, the highest mountain peak in the world, and 

succeeded, it made international news. This was a case of adventure appearing as front-page 

banner headline in Japan, besides making news in many other countries 

 

Novelty: Novel and rare incidents make news. When, for example, an American woman gave 

birth to eight children, each weighing about 200 grams, and they all survived, it made world 

news. Again, when an eight-year-old boy in Orissa competed in a marathon race with grown-

ups, and won it, that became a novel event to be deemed as news. 

Empathy: Often, several events mirroring tragedy, humour, oddity, victory, failure take place 

now and then in our life. Quite a few of these happenings attract our concern or empathy: an 

old-age couple losing all its children in fire, flood, accident; a child falling off from the arms 

of its mother in a moving bus/train and getting crushed under its wheels – all make news. For, 

all human hearts go out in sympathy for the loved ones so affected 



Weather / Climate / Environment: Weather – extreme heat, cold, rain, storm, pollution 

affects all of us; and usually bad weather affects us badly. Remember how the Indian Ocean 

tsunami made news all over the world in so many countries, including India, which killed 

hundreds of men, women, children, and wreaked unusual, unimaginable losses of property, 

animals and marine life. For months together, this was considered as an extra ordinary change 

in weather, and was forecast to be a prodigious problem of environment for all time to come 

across the globe. Climatic changes, different aspects of environment degradation, pollution as 

well as efforts towards environment conservation make news. Given above are some of the 

most important elements, which often make news. However, there are always occasions when 

we find new situations arising and figuring as eminent news stories in the media all over the 

world. 

 

 

 

 

Newsahasatoabeawritten,apresentedaorabroadcastainasuchaaamanneraorastyleathatatheareade

r,alisteneraoravieweragetsatheamostaimportantainformationainaaashortestapossibleaspanaofat

ime,ainaminimumawords,awithoutausingasuperfluous,aunnecessaryaandaredundantawords.aI

taisaoftenasaidathataaanewsareporterashouldahavea“aanoseaforanews”.aTheyamayahaveathei

rawhimsaandafanciesaofa‘smelling’,a‘sensing’,aorarecognisingatheanews,abutathereaareacert

ainaestablishedaandawell-

knownafactorsaandaingredientsawhichaifapresentainatheaeventaorahappeningathatahaveatak

enaplace,awhichaforasureawouldabeaconsideredaraisingatheaevent,ahappening,aoccurrenceat

oatheapedestalsaofaaastandarda‘news’astory.aHereaareasomeaofatheamostaimportantaones:a



Timeliness,aproximity,aprominence,adimension,aconsequence,aconflict,aempathy,aadventure

aandaweather,aamongaothers.a 

Timeliness:aTheatimeaofaoccurrenceaofaanaeventaisatheamostaimportantaelementaofaaane

wsastory.aPeopleawantatoaknowaaboutatheaeventaasaquicklyaasapossible.aReportaofaanaev

entathatahappenedayesterdayaoratheadayabeforeayesterdayaisagenerallyadeemedastaleaanda

oftenanotaconsideredafitaforapublication,aunlessaitaisaofaextraaordinaryanature,aoraextreme

lyasignificantainasomeamanneraSo,atheatimeaofatheaevent’saoccurrenceaisaimmenselyacruc

ialaforaitatoabeaconsideredanews.aNewsamayaceaseatoabeanewsaaftera24aoraevenaaftera12

ahoursainatoday’saraceaagainstatimeaandatheaageaofaInternetaandasmartphones.aReaders,ali

stenersaoraviewersanowaaaday,averyawellarecogniseatheaimmediacyaandaperishabilityaasap

rofuselyavitalafactorsaina‘newsafall’aandanewsareporting.aItaisasaidathatastaleanewsaisaabh

orredaasastaleabread 

Proximity:aClosenessaoranearnessaofaanaeventaoraanaincidentatoatheaaudienceahasatremen

dousaimportanceaforareportersaasawellaasaforaaanewspaper.aProximityacouldabeageographi

calaorarelevanceatoatheaaudience.aTheamorea‘local’aoracloseratheasiteawhereatheaeventato

okaplace,atheagreaterawillabeaitsaimportanceatoabeatermedaasanews.aToatakeaanaexample,

aKolkata,aJunea4a-

aTheaKolkatansawereatakenaabackabyaaaseriesaofablastsathatatookaplaceainathealocalaPark

aStreetaclaiminga15alivesaonaMondayaevening.aThisastoryawouldanaturallyabeaonafrontap

ageainaallathealocalanewspapers,abutamayabearelegatedatoaaaremoteacorneraofatheainsidea

pagesabyatheapapersainaJammu,aBhopal,aGuwahati,aSurat,aMaduraiaoraChandigarh.aAaloc

alaangleatoatheanewsahasagreateraappealaandagreaterarelevanceadueatoatheafactathatatheavi

ctimsamayabeaknownatoatheanewspaperastaffaandacouldabeaitsareaders,abuyers,aandaadver

tisersaorapeoplealivingacloseatoatheanewspaperaoffice 



Prominence:aIfaaawell-

knownapersonalityahappensatoabeainvolvedainatheaevent,aitawillainvariablyamakeanews.aF

oraexample,aifatheaprimeaministerastrainsahisaankleawhileawalkingatoatheacar,aoraaacelebr

ityahasaaabathroomafall,aitamakesanews.aTheaimportantafactaisathatatheafamous,atheainfa

mousaandaevenatheaeccentricacommandaaaspecialaappealaforaaudiences.aThisaisaalsoaduea

toatheafactathatahighaprofileafamiliesaenjoyaprivacyaandaoftenamakeanewsaforaanyapleasa

ntaoraunpleasantaevent. 

Dimension:aTheanumberaofapeopleainvolvedaoraaffectedaoralossesathataoccurainatermsaof

ahugeamoneyabyaanaeventamakesanews.aForaexample,aifa500aoramoreapeopleadieainaana

earthquakeainaManila,atheaPhilippines,aitamakesanewsaevenainaIndiaaasahumanalivesaarea

preciousawhereveratheseaarealost.aButaifaheavyarainsafloodalow-

lyingaareasainaMumbaiaoraPatna,aanda23apeopleaareakilled,aandafourahigh-

riseabuildingsacollapse,aitamakesamuchabiggeranewsainaIndia,aandaautomaticallyagetsafron

tapageatreatment,apossiblyawithatell-

talesaphotographsafromatheascene.aSimilarly,aifainaaafireainaVadodraapropertyaworthalakh

saisadestroyedaandaseveraladeathsaareareported,athatatooawillaneedafrontapageafeaturing.a

Here,aweaseeatheanumberaofapeopleathoughaless,abutatheaproximityafactoracomesainamak

ingatheanewsa‘local’,arequiringaaadifferent,aandaseriousawayaofapresentationainatheanewsp

aper 

Impact:aIfatheaU.S.apresidentaoraBritishaprimeaministeraannouncesahisaplansatoasanctiona

militaryaaidatoaPakistan,ait’saboundatoaimpactatheaIndo-

USaoraIndoBritishaties,aandaalsoaIndo-

Pakarelations.aSimilarly,aifatheaUnionaGovernmentaincreasesaincomeataxainaitsaannualabu

dget,aoraleviesaaataxaonapurchaseaofacars,athatamakeaall-

Indiaanews.aOr,aifatheachiefaministeraofaaastateainaIndiaaabolishesastateagrantsaforatheapr



ivate-

aidedaschools,atheachildrenaofaloweramiddleaclassaorapooraparentsaavailingafeeaconcessio

namayabeahitaadverselyaasatheaconsequenceaofatheanewapolicy,athus,aitawillamakeabigane

wsaforaallacitizensaofathatastate 

HumanaInterest:aQuiteaoften,anewspaperareportersacomeaacrossasituations,awhichainduce

aemotionsaofamercyaorasentimentsaorasympathy.aForaexample,aifaaavisually-

achallengedapersonaperformsasomeadaringaact,asuchaasascalingaMountaEverest,aoraaaheari

ng-

challengedaboyascoresaaameritoriousapositionainaaacompetitiveaexamination,atheseaareahu

manainterestastories.aAgain,aifaaabicyclearickshawapuller’sasonagetsaselectedainaIIMa/aIIT

aadmissionatest,aoraaaprimaryaschoolateacher’sadaughterafindsaherselfainatheacivilaservice

sameritalist,aweacallatheseaasahuman-

interestastories.aYouamayarecallatheaincidentawhenaaafour-year-

oldachildabyatheanameaofaPrince,afellainaaaway-sidea30-foot-

deepawellasomeayearsaago;athearescueaworkabyatheaarmyapersonnelawasaputaoutaliveaon

amanyatelevisionachannels.aThisawasaaaliveahuman-

interestastoryawhichaattractedatheainterestaofaviewersaallaoveraIndiaaforamanyahours,atillat

hearescueaactawasacompleted 

Conflict:aConflictaofaanyatypea–

apolitical,asocial,acultural,acommunal,aamongasomeasectionsaofasociety,adifferenceaofaopi

nionaamongatwoaoramoreapoliticalaparties,aconflictaamongasomeawarringagroups,aoramor

eaofasuchaconflictsaalwaysamakeanews.aAsayouawouldahaveaseenathoseadifferencesabetw

eenatheaBhartiyaaJanataaPartyaandatheaCommunistaPartya(Marxist)aandatheaIndianaNation

alaCongressaonatheaIndo-



USanuclearadealamadeanewsainaIndiaaforaseveralamonths.aYouawillafindathatamanyamore

asuchaissuesafigureainanewspapersaasanewsaveryaoften 

Adventure:aAsaweamentionedaearlier,atacklingadifficult-to-

handleatasksaeasilyaorasmoothlyaoradaringlyabyadisabledaindividualsaalwaysamakeanewsa

anywhere.aWhenaaa70-year-

oldaJapaneseawomanaattemptedatoascaleatheaMountaEverest,atheahighestamountainapeakai

natheaworld,aandasucceeded,aitamadeainternationalanews.aThisawasaaacaseaofaadventureaa

ppearingaasafront-

pageabanneraheadlineainaJapan,abesidesamakinganewsainamanyaotheracountries 

 

Novelty:aNovelaandarareaincidentsamakeanews.aWhen,aforaexample,aanaAmericanawoman

agaveabirthatoaeightachildren,aeachaweighingaabouta200agrams,aandatheyaallasurvived,aita

madeaworldanews.aAgain,awhenaanaeight-year-

oldaboyainaOrissaacompetedainaaamarathonaraceawithagrown-

ups,aandawonait,athatabecameaaanovelaeventatoabeadeemedaasanews. 

Empathy:aOften,aseveralaeventsamirroringatragedy,ahumour,aoddity,avictory,afailureatakea

placeanowaandathenainaouralife.aQuiteaaafewaofatheseahappeningsaattractaouraconcernaora

empathy:aanaold-

ageacouplealosingaallaitsachildrenainafire,aflood,aaccident;aaachildafallingaoffafromatheaar

msaofaitsamotherainaaamovingabus/trainaandagettingacrushedaunderaitsawheelsa–

aallamakeanews.aFor,aallahumanaheartsagoaoutainasympathyaforathealovedaonesasoaaffect

ed 

Weathera/aClimatea/aEnvironment:aWeathera–

aextremeaheat,acold,arain,astorm,apollutionaaffectsaallaofaus;aandausuallyabadaweatheraaff



ectsausabadly.aRememberahowatheaIndianaOceanatsunamiamadeanewsaallaoveratheaworld

ainasoamanyacountries,aincludingaIndia,awhichakilledahundredsaofamen,awomen,achildren,

aandawreakedaunusual,aunimaginablealossesaofaproperty,aanimalsaandamarinealife.aForam

onthsatogether,athisawasaconsideredaasaanaextraaordinaryachangeainaweather,aandawasafor

ecastatoabeaaaprodigiousaproblemaofaenvironmentaforaallatimeatoacomeaacrossatheaglobe.

aClimaticachanges,adifferentaaspectsaofaenvironmentadegradation,apollutionaasawellaasaeff

ortsatowardsaenvironmentaconservationamakeanews.aGivenaaboveaareasomeaofatheamostai

mportantaelements,awhichaoftenamakeanews.aHowever,athereaareaalwaysaoccasionsawhena

weafindanewasituationsaarisingaandafiguringaasaeminentanewsastoriesainatheamediaaallaov

eratheaworld. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS: 

News is details of information, description, depiction, delineation, narration statement and 

occurrence which is recent new, fresh or unknown. Broadly speaking, news is anything that 

report of an event that has just taken place. 

George Hough again adds and remarks, “News is also whatever people think. What a reporter 

or an editor finds interesting or exciting or important for the people. “Hence, news is something 

that interests, excites or concerns people” 



MEANING OF NEWS: 

When you ask ten newspersons to tell you the meaning of a news, you are most likely to get 

eleven meanings of news. News is in fact one of the most known items in today’s world. All 

those who understand a language and who have access to a mass media, understands the 

meaning of a news. As a matter of fact, the concept of news was born when man was born and 

shall survive as long as man survives. Hence, it must have existed even before the beginning 

of the era of mass media. You may find relics of a old system in a remote of the remotest village 

where people exchange local news during market hours just by interacting with each other. 

When two brothers meet after sometime, they often share useful information which may be 

described as personal news. Similarly, when two friends or relatives write letter to each other 

it may be described as news by them and for them. This type of news sharing has been there 

since time immemorial. We all agree to the point that death makes an important news. And the 

importance of this news relates to the importance of the person. Pranab Mukherjee, veteran 

congress leader and former President of the Republic of India died on August 31 at the age of 

84. It was a big news. This news was important due to the importance of Pranab Da. But even 

an ordinary death of a person will make news at least for those who know him and are related 

to him. It may not be published in a newspaper or any other media, but it will be definitely a 

news for some people. Hence, we may conclude here that the concept of news in our society is 

as old as the recognition of death as an event and its communication to those whom the event 

would affect.  

Before the advent of mass media, news was communicated by word of mouth. Though the 

concept of news is as old as mankind, yet the word “News” is relatively recent in its origin. In 

English, it appeared as “news” in 1423, “new yes” in 1485 and evolved to “news” in 1523. But 

it was only after 1550 that it became “news”.  



The meaning of news is often described as the representations of the four directions—North, 

East, West and South. News may come from any of these directions. However, we have ten 

directions and as we see every day all events do not make news. Only relevant, concerning, 

important and interesting events make news. Moreover, an event itself is not news—it becomes 

news if and only if its account is available. Thus, Sushant Singh Rajput’s death made a big 

news several weeks after the events. History is also an account of several case studies and 

important events. But it pertains primarily to the past events. News is nothing but timely and 

current history. Today’s newspapers will be the source material for the historians of tomorrow 

as today’s historians consult newspapers of yesterdays in the archives. What is occurring today 

may be recorded in the history. But its account which newspapers or media give now is news 

because of its news worthiness. Not only events but opinions also make news. Opinion of the 

Indian Prime Minister Narender Modi about world peace and terrorism makes news of 

international order. The opinion of the man on the street about the Union Budget or about their 

favourite leaders or stars makes news. Coverage and analysis of Indian Prime Minister or 

President in the foreign newspapers will make important news in India. What the UK Press 

published about the Lok Sabha elections in India may be hot news for the Indian newspapers. 

What the US Press wrote about Abhishek-Aishwarya marriage was news for the Indian 

newspapers. 

Hence, the other meaning of news may like this, “News is an account of recent event or opinion 

which is important or interesting or concerning.”  

Importance, interest and concern are the three factors that depicts a lot of varieties and hence 

explain why an event is newsworthy for one newspaper or broadcasting stations and not for 

many other newspapers and radio or TV networks. Why the press in India publishes more about 

UK or US than our own villages? Why one news item becomes an international news while the 

other is suitable only for a local or regional newspaper? 



 

DEFINATION OF NEWS: 

We all are aware of the famous cliché, “When a dog bites a man, it is not a news. But when a 

man bites a dog, it is news.”  

There are several other definitions of news:  

“News is something revealed.”  

“News is something which somebody wants suppressed.”  

“News is anything, you did not know yesterday.” 

“News is any event, idea or opinion that is timely, that interests or affects a large number of 

people in a community and that is capable of being understood by them.”  

“News is what the newspaper prints and radio broadcasts.” News is a compilation of facts and 

events of current interest or importance to the readers of the newspaper printing it.”  

“Sex, money, crime—that is news.”  

“News is anything and everything interesting about life and materials in all their manifestation.”  

What is new is news.”  

“News is anything out of the ordinary.”  

“News is anything published in a newspaper which interests large number of people.”  

“News is what newspaper people make.” 

“Good news is not news.”  

“News is anything a big shot said.”  

“News and truth are not the same thing.”  

“The function of news is to signal an event.”  

“News is any recent, up to date information of an event received from the different directions.”  

“News is history in a hurry.”  



“News is the honest and unbiased and complete account of events of interest and concern to the 

public.”  

“News may be defined as any accurate fact or idea that will interest a large number of readers.” 

“News is anything timely that is interesting and significant to the readers in respect of their 

personal affairs or their relation to the society, and the best news is that which possesses the 

greatest degree of this interest and significance for the greatest number.”  

News may be defined as an accurate, unbiased account of significant facts of a timely 

happening that is of interest to the readers of the newspapers that print the account.”  

“News is the first report of the significant events which have interest for the public.”  

“News is an account of the current idea, event or problem that interests people.” 

News is the record of the most interesting, important and accurate information obtainable about 

the things man thinks and says, sees, describes, plans and does.”  

Former Editor-in-Chief of Indian Express Arun Shourie defines news as “When someone 

somewhere is trying to hide something, that is news and all other things are advertisements.” 

His definition is more pertaining to investigative news as he is already well-known for his 

investigative reporting.  

According to former Editor-in-Chief of The Hindustan Times, “The standard definition that 

only ‘man bites dog’ is news is obsolete and inaccurate. In view of the communication gap in 

a democratic society that which is reported becomes news and that which is not reported 

remains non-news. Sensationalization, disaster, fraud and the like are news but it is not ‘sole 

news or the highest news.”  

Varghese cogently argues that reporting of more constructive developments and trends in great 

social, economic and political changes, technological advances, modernization processes rather 

than concentrating only on political news.  



A well-known American Editor Stanley Walker defines news as, “News is more unpredictable 

than the winds. Sometimes it is the repetition of tales as old as the pyramid with new characters 

and again it may be almost outside the common experience.”  

An eminent and legendary American Editor Joseph Pulitzer defines news as, “Original, 

Distinctive, Romantic, Thrilling, Unique, Curious, Quaint, Humorous, Odd and Apt-to-be-

talked-about.” 

Hence, it is proved that no two newspapers look at ‘news’ in an identical manner. In modern 

times, journalism professionals, newspersons and media personalities are most likely to define 

news in terms of what people, readers, listeners, viewers—want to know, i.e., whether it is local 

news, a national event or war and peace.  

No news interests all. Without consciously realizing it, most people love to read only part of 

the newspaper they purchase. In other words, their perception and hence their reading is highly 

selective in nature. 

 

EXPLORING THE FUTURE OF NEWS: 

The future of news is likely to be shaped by a range of factors, including technology, changing 

consumer habits, and broader societal trends. Here are some possible directions that news may 

take in the coming years: 

Digital-first: With more people consuming news online, many news organizations are likely 

to shift their focus towards digital platforms. This could include greater investment in mobile 

apps, social media, and personalized content delivery. 

Personalization: As news organizations collect more data about their audiences, they may be 

able to offer increasingly personalized news experiences. This could involve recommending 



articles based on a reader's interests, or tailoring news coverage to specific demographics or 

locations. 

Automation: Advances in artificial intelligence and machine learning could enable news 

organizations to automate some aspects of the news-gathering process, such as analyzing data 

or summarizing articles. This could allow for faster, more efficient reporting, but also raises 

questions about the role of human journalists. 

Collaboration: As traditional news organizations face increased competition from social 

media and other sources, they may need to collaborate more closely with each other and with 

independent journalists. This could involve sharing resources, pooling expertise, or even 

forming alliances to pursue common goals. 

Trust and transparency: With the rise of "fake news" and concerns about media bias, news 

organizations may need to place greater emphasis on building trust with their audiences. This 

could involve greater transparency about sources and methods, fact-checking initiatives, or 

even partnering with third-party organizations to verify content. 

Overall, the future of news is likely to be shaped by a complex interplay of technological, 

economic, and cultural factors. While the specifics may be uncertain, it seems clear that news 

organizations will need to be agile and adaptive in order to thrive in an increasingly competitive 

and rapidly changing media landscape. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: 



• News is a form of information that is timely, relevant, impactful, and often has a 

human-interest element. 

• The purpose of news is to inform, educate, entertain, and shape public opinion. 

• News can be created through various means, such as traditional journalism, citizen 

journalism, and social media. 

• The nature of news is characterized by its ephemerality, objectivity, and subjectivity. 

• News is subject to various challenges, such as fake news, media bias, information 

overload, and the impact of new technologies on news production and consumption. 

 

• The future of news is likely to be shaped by digital media, social media, and changing 

news consumption habits. 

 

SELF ASSESSMENT TEST: 

What are the key elements that make up news? 

a) Timeliness, relevance, impact, and human interest 

b) Humour, irony, satire, and emotion 

c) Opinion, bias, sensationalism, and conflict 

d) None of the above 

What is the purpose of news? 

a) To inform, educate, entertain, and shape public opinion 

b) To promote a particular political agenda 

c) To sell advertising space 

d) None of the above 



What are some of the challenges that journalists and news consumers face in today's 

media landscape? 

a) Fake news, media bias, and information overload 

b) Censorship, propaganda, and government control 

c) Lack of funding and resources 

d) None of the above 

What are some of the emerging trends that are likely to shape the future of news? 

a) Digital media, social media, and changing news consumption habits 

b) Print media, traditional broadcasting, and cable TV 

c) Radio broadcasting and podcasting 

d) None of the above 

What is the nature of news? 

a) Characterized by its ephemerality, objectivity, and subjectivity 

b) Objective and factual 

c) Biased and subjective 

d) None of the above 

 

Answers: 1. a, 2. a, 3. a, 4. a, 5. a 

 

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: 

1. What is news, and what are the key elements that make up news? 

2. What is the purpose of news, and what are some of the functions it serves in society? 



3. What are some of the characteristics that define the nature of news, and how is news 

created and presented to the audience? 

4. What are some of the challenges that journalists and news consumers face in today's 

media landscape, and how can these challenges be addressed? 

5. What are some of the emerging trends that are likely to shape the future of news, and 

how might news evolve in the coming years? 
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LESSON NO.2 

TYPES OF NEWS 

OBJECTIVE: 

The objective of this chapter is to help readers understand the difference between hard news 

and soft news, the importance of the date line in news reporting, and the function of a credit 

line in journalism. 

Newsahasatoabeawritten,apresentedaorabroadcastainasuchaaamanneraorastyleathatatheareade

r,alisteneraoravieweragetsatheamostaimportantainformationainaaashortestapossibleaspanaofat

ime,ainaminimumawords,awithoutausingasuperfluous,aunnecessaryaandaredundantawords.aI

taisaoftenasaidathataaanewsareporterashouldahavea“aanoseaforanews”.aTheyamayahaveathei

rawhimsaandafanciesaofa‘smelling’,a‘sensing’,aorarecognisingatheanews,abutathereaareacert

ainaestablishedaandawell-

knownafactorsaandaingredientsawhichaifapresentainatheaeventaorahappeningathatahaveatak

enaplace,awhichaforasureawouldabeaconsideredaraisingatheaevent,ahappening,aoccurrenceat

oatheapedestalsaofaaastandarda‘news’astory.aHereaareasomeaofatheamostaimportantaones:a

Timeliness,aproximity,aprominence,adimension,aconsequence,aconflict,aempathy,aadventure

aandaweather,aamongaothers.a 

Timeliness:aTheatimeaofaoccurrenceaofaanaeventaisatheamostaimportantaelementaofaaane

wsastory.aPeopleawantatoaknowaaboutatheaeventaasaquicklyaasapossible.aReportaofaanaev

entathatahappenedayesterdayaoratheadayabeforeayesterdayaisagenerallyadeemedastaleaanda

oftenanotaconsideredafitaforapublication,aunlessaitaisaofaextraaordinaryanature,aoraextreme

lyasignificantainasomeamanneraSo,atheatimeaofatheaevent’saoccurrenceaisaimmenselyacruc

ialaforaitatoabeaconsideredanews.aNewsamayaceaseatoabeanewsaaftera24aoraevenaaftera12

ahoursainatoday’saraceaagainstatimeaandatheaageaofaInternetaandasmartphones.aReaders,ali



stenersaoraviewersanowaaaday,averyawellarecogniseatheaimmediacyaandaperishabilityaasap

rofuselyavitalafactorsaina‘newsafall’aandanewsareporting.aItaisasaidathatastaleanewsaisaabh

orredaasastaleabread 

Proximity:aClosenessaoranearnessaofaanaeventaoraanaincidentatoatheaaudienceahasatremen

dousaimportanceaforareportersaasawellaasaforaaanewspaper.aProximityacouldabeageographi

calaorarelevanceatoatheaaudience.aTheamorea‘local’aoracloseratheasiteawhereatheaeventato

okaplace,atheagreaterawillabeaitsaimportanceatoabeatermedaasanews.aToatakeaanaexample,

aKolkata,aJunea4a-

aTheaKolkatansawereatakenaabackabyaaaseriesaofablastsathatatookaplaceainathealocalaPark

aStreetaclaiminga15alivesaonaMondayaevening.aThisastoryawouldanaturallyabeaonafrontap

ageainaallathealocalanewspapers,abutamayabearelegatedatoaaaremoteacorneraofatheainsidea

pagesabyatheapapersainaJammu,aBhopal,aGuwahati,aSurat,aMaduraiaoraChandigarh.aAaloc

alaangleatoatheanewsahasagreateraappealaandagreaterarelevanceadueatoatheafactathatatheavi

ctimsamayabeaknownatoatheanewspaperastaffaandacouldabeaitsareaders,abuyers,aandaadver

tisersaorapeoplealivingacloseatoatheanewspaperaoffice 

Prominence:aIfaaawell-

knownapersonalityahappensatoabeainvolvedainatheaevent,aitawillainvariablyamakeanews.aF

oraexample,aifatheaprimeaministerastrainsahisaankleawhileawalkingatoatheacar,aoraaacelebr

ityahasaaabathroomafall,aitamakesanews.aTheaimportantafactaisathatatheafamous,atheainfa

mousaandaevenatheaeccentricacommandaaaspecialaappealaforaaudiences.aThisaisaalsoaduea

toatheafactathatahighaprofileafamiliesaenjoyaprivacyaandaoftenamakeanewsaforaanyapleasa

ntaoraunpleasantaevent. 

Dimension:aTheanumberaofapeopleainvolvedaoraaffectedaoralossesathataoccurainatermsaof

ahugeamoneyabyaanaeventamakesanews.aForaexample,aifa500aoramoreapeopleadieainaana



earthquakeainaManila,atheaPhilippines,aitamakesanewsaevenainaIndiaaasahumanalivesaarea

preciousawhereveratheseaarealost.aButaifaheavyarainsafloodalow-

lyingaareasainaMumbaiaoraPatna,aanda23apeopleaareakilled,aandafourahigh-

riseabuildingsacollapse,aitamakesamuchabiggeranewsainaIndia,aandaautomaticallyagetsafron

tapageatreatment,apossiblyawithatell-

talesaphotographsafromatheascene.aSimilarly,aifainaaafireainaVadodraapropertyaworthalakh

saisadestroyedaandaseveraladeathsaareareported,athatatooawillaneedafrontapageafeaturing.a

Here,aweaseeatheanumberaofapeopleathoughaless,abutatheaproximityafactoracomesainamak

ingatheanewsa‘local’,arequiringaaadifferent,aandaseriousawayaofapresentationainatheanewsp

aper 

Impact:aIfatheaU.S.apresidentaoraBritishaprimeaministeraannouncesahisaplansatoasanctiona

militaryaaidatoaPakistan,ait’saboundatoaimpactatheaIndo-

USaoraIndoBritishaties,aandaalsoaIndo-

Pakarelations.aSimilarly,aifatheaUnionaGovernmentaincreasesaincomeataxainaitsaannualabu

dget,aoraleviesaaataxaonapurchaseaofacars,athatamakeaall-

Indiaanews.aOr,aifatheachiefaministeraofaaastateainaIndiaaabolishesastateagrantsaforatheapr

ivate-

aidedaschools,atheachildrenaofaloweramiddleaclassaorapooraparentsaavailingafeeaconcessio

namayabeahitaadverselyaasatheaconsequenceaofatheanewapolicy,athus,aitawillamakeabigane

wsaforaallacitizensaofathatastate 

HumanaInterest:aQuiteaoften,anewspaperareportersacomeaacrossasituations,awhichainduce

aemotionsaofamercyaorasentimentsaorasympathy.aForaexample,aifaaavisually-

achallengedapersonaperformsasomeadaringaact,asuchaasascalingaMountaEverest,aoraaaheari

ng-

challengedaboyascoresaaameritoriousapositionainaaacompetitiveaexamination,atheseaareahu



manainterestastories.aAgain,aifaaabicyclearickshawapuller’sasonagetsaselectedainaIIMa/aIIT

aadmissionatest,aoraaaprimaryaschoolateacher’sadaughterafindsaherselfainatheacivilaservice

sameritalist,aweacallatheseaasahuman-

interestastories.aYouamayarecallatheaincidentawhenaaafour-year-

oldachildabyatheanameaofaPrince,afellainaaaway-sidea30-foot-

deepawellasomeayearsaago;athearescueaworkabyatheaarmyapersonnelawasaputaoutaliveaon

amanyatelevisionachannels.aThisawasaaaliveahuman-

interestastoryawhichaattractedatheainterestaofaviewersaallaoveraIndiaaforamanyahours,atillat

hearescueaactawasacompleted 

Conflict:aConflictaofaanyatypea–

apolitical,asocial,acultural,acommunal,aamongasomeasectionsaofasociety,adifferenceaofaopi

nionaamongatwoaoramoreapoliticalaparties,aconflictaamongasomeawarringagroups,aoramor

eaofasuchaconflictsaalwaysamakeanews.aAsayouawouldahaveaseenathoseadifferencesabetw

eenatheaBhartiyaaJanataaPartyaandatheaCommunistaPartya(Marxist)aandatheaIndianaNation

alaCongressaonatheaIndo-

USanuclearadealamadeanewsainaIndiaaforaseveralamonths.aYouawillafindathatamanyamore

asuchaissuesafigureainanewspapersaasanewsaveryaoften 

Adventure:aAsaweamentionedaearlier,atacklingadifficult-to-

handleatasksaeasilyaorasmoothlyaoradaringlyabyadisabledaindividualsaalwaysamakeanewsa

anywhere.aWhenaaa70-year-

oldaJapaneseawomanaattemptedatoascaleatheaMountaEverest,atheahighestamountainapeakai

natheaworld,aandasucceeded,aitamadeainternationalanews.aThisawasaaacaseaofaadventureaa

ppearingaasafront-

pageabanneraheadlineainaJapan,abesidesamakinganewsainamanyaotheracountries 



 

Novelty:aNovelaandarareaincidentsamakeanews.aWhen,aforaexample,aanaAmericanawoman

agaveabirthatoaeightachildren,aeachaweighingaabouta200agrams,aandatheyaallasurvived,aita

madeaworldanews.aAgain,awhenaanaeight-year-

oldaboyainaOrissaacompetedainaaamarathonaraceawithagrown-

ups,aandawonait,athatabecameaaanovelaeventatoabeadeemedaasanews. 

Empathy:aOften,aseveralaeventsamirroringatragedy,ahumour,aoddity,avictory,afailureatakea

placeanowaandathenainaouralife.aQuiteaaafewaofatheseahappeningsaattractaouraconcernaora

empathy:aanaold-

ageacouplealosingaallaitsachildrenainafire,aflood,aaccident;aaachildafallingaoffafromatheaar

msaofaitsamotherainaaamovingabus/trainaandagettingacrushedaunderaitsawheelsa–

aallamakeanews.aFor,aallahumanaheartsagoaoutainasympathyaforathealovedaonesasoaaffect

ed 

Weathera/aClimatea/aEnvironment:aWeathera–

aextremeaheat,acold,arain,astorm,apollutionaaffectsaallaofaus;aandausuallyabadaweatheraaff

ectsausabadly.aRememberahowatheaIndianaOceanatsunamiamadeanewsaallaoveratheaworld

ainasoamanyacountries,aincludingaIndia,awhichakilledahundredsaofamen,awomen,achildren,

aandawreakedaunusual,aunimaginablealossesaofaproperty,aanimalsaandamarinealife.aForam

onthsatogether,athisawasaconsideredaasaanaextraaordinaryachangeainaweather,aandawasafor

ecastatoabeaaaprodigiousaproblemaofaenvironmentaforaallatimeatoacomeaacrossatheaglobe.

aClimaticachanges,adifferentaaspectsaofaenvironmentadegradation,apollutionaasawellaasaeff

ortsatowardsaenvironmentaconservationamakeanews.aGivenaaboveaareasomeaofatheamostai

mportantaelements,awhichaoftenamakeanews.aHowever,athereaareaalwaysaoccasionsawhena



weafindanewasituationsaarisingaandafiguringaasaeminentanewsastoriesainatheamediaaallaov

eratheaworld. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Inajournalism,aitaisaimportantatoadistinguishabetweenahardanewsaandasoftanews.aHardane

wsarefersatoatheacoverageaofaeventsathataareaconsideredaimportantaandarelevantatoatheapu

blic,awhileasoftanewsarefersatoanewsastoriesathataareamorealight-

heartedaandaentertaining.aUnderstandingatheadifferenceabetweenatheatwoaisacrucialaforajo

urnalists,aasaitaaffectsatheatone,astyle,aandaapproachaofatheirareporting. 

Anotheraimportantaaspectaofanewsareportingaisatheauseaofaaadatealine.aAadatealineaindica

tesathealocationaandadateaofatheaeventabeingareportedaandaprovidesareadersawithaimporta

ntacontextaforatheastory.aItaisaaakeyacomponentaofanewsareportingathatahelpsatoaestablish

atheatimelinessaandarelevanceaofatheainformationabeingapresented. 

Finally,aaacreditalineaisaanaessentialaelementaofajournalismathatagivesarecognitionatoathea

authoraorareporterawhoawroteatheastory.aItaisaimportantaforaestablishingatheacredibilityaof

atheajournalistaandaacknowledgingatheirahardaworkaandacontributionatoatheastory. 

Thisachapterawilladelveaintoatheseaconceptsainagreateradetail,aexplainingatheadifferencesa

betweenahardanewsaandasoftanews,atheaimportanceaofatheadatealineainanewsareporting,aa

ndatheafunctionaofaaacreditalineainajournalism.aByatheaendaofathis 

HARDaNEWSaVSaSOFTaNEWS: 



Allamediaaprovidesatwoadifferentatypesaofanews:ahardanewsaandasoftanews/afeatureanews

.aFeatureanewsaisaalsoacalledasoftanews.aTheafollowingacomparesatheatwoatypesaofanews 

Hardanewsatalksaaboutaaacurrentaeventathataaffectsatheaaudienceaonatheaotherahandasoft

anewsaappealsatoatheaemotionalasideaandadoesn'tadirectlyaaffectatheaaudience. 

Examplesaofahardanews: 

1.Pricearisesaofamotoracars. 

2.aFinanceaministerapresentsatheabudgeta 

3.aCararamsaintoatheatruck 

4.HeavyarainafallsarecordedainatheanorthaIndiaa 

Examplesaofasoftanews: 

1. RRRagotanationalaawards 

2. Howatoakeepayourahairahealthya 

3. Trickatoagetayourselfamoreafashionablea 

4. RanveeraSinghatoacelebrateahisabirthdayainaDubaia 

Keyadifferences: 

Hardanews: 

1. Areatimelyaandaconcisea 

2. Includeaallakeyainformationa(who,awhat,awhere,awhy,awhenaandahow)ainat

heafirstaparagrapha 

3. Presentatheamoreaimportantainformationafirstaandathealessaimportantadetail

satowardatheaend 

Softanews:a 



1. Doanotaneedatoabeatimelyaoraconcise 

2. Canabeawrittenalessaformallyathanaaahardanewsastorya 

3. Mightaincludeaanainteresting,aoddaoraheart-warmingastorya 

4. Areapresentedainaaavarietyaofajournalisticastyles 

HARDaNEWSaWRITING: 

Hardanewsaarticlesaareawrittenasoatheareaderacanastopareadingaataanyatime,aandastillaco

meaawayawithatheawholeastory.aThisaisaveryadifferentafromaanaessay,awhichapresumesath

atatheaaudienceawillastickaaroundatoatheaend,aandacanathereforeabuildatoaaafinish.aTherea

isanoaneedatoaputaaa"conclusion"aonaaanewsastory.aEachaindividualareaderawilla"end"athe

astoryawheneveraheaorasheagetsabored.aAaparticularlyainterestedareaderawillakeepareading

atoatheaend 

TheaHeadline:aConveyatheageneralamessageainaasamanyawordsaasawillafita(usuallyaquite

aaasmallaspace).aAaheadlineashouldabeainformational,aandacanabeaclever,aasalongaasathea

clevernessadoesanotainterfereawithatheainformationaoraearnagroansafromareaders. 

TheaLead:aThealead,aoratheafirstasentenceaofatheastory,aisaarguablyatheamostaimportanta

partaofatheaarticle.aBasedaonatheacontentaofathatafirstasentence,aaareaderawillaeitheralooka

deeperaintoatheastory,aoramoveaonatoatheanextaone. 

Therefore,ahowayouacraftayouraleadaisaveryaimportant.aThereaareasomeabasicarulesaoneac

anafollow:a•aTheawho,awhat,awhen,awhere,ahow,awhyalead.a•aBasically,ajustalikeaitasoun

ds.aThisaleadatriesatoaanswerathea5aw'saandaoneahainaoneasentence 

Experimentalaleads.aIfayouaanswerathea"5aw'saandaoneah"aonatheasecondaorathirdasente

nces,ayouacanabeamoreacreativeawithatheafirst.aThearesultsacanaflounderaandadie,aorahave

aaagreataimpact. 



DirectaQuotes:aQuotesabreathealifeaintoaaastory,abutacanabeaabused.aDon'taquoteamateria

lathataisn'taquotea-worthy 

InvertedaPyramid: 

aInaaastraightanewsastory,ait'sabestatoagetatheamostaimportantainformationainayourast

oryaupatoatheatop--

ayourareaderawillaoftenastopareadingaafteratheafirstafewaparagraphs,asoait’saimportantathat

atheyahaveaaagoodagraspaofatheastory.aPutathealeastaimportantastuffaatatheaend,aandaleav

eatheaunimportantastuffaoutaaltogether 

LengthaofaParagraphs: 

ThisaisadifferentathanaaatermapaperaforaEnglishaclass.aKeepayouraparagraphsashorta(onea

oratwoasentences)aandamakeaeachaofayourapointsaconcise.aReadersagrowatiredaofabigablo

cksaofatext,asoait'sabestatoabreakaitaupaaabit. 

Objectivityavs.aOpinion: 

Yourareadersaaren'tainterestedayouraopinionaonathealatestaClintonascandala--

soakeepayourselfaoutaofatheastory.aAttributeaeveryaclaimaoraopinionayouareportatoasomeo

neaelse,aandadon'taeditorialize.aIfayouado,ayouatakeatheaentireaelementaofaobjectivity--

aandathus,atruth--aoutaofayourastory 

FEATUREaWRITING: 

Theanewspaperatermaforaaapieceaofanonfictionaintendedatoainvolve,ateachaoraamuseathear

eaderabyagivingahimainformationaofahumanainterestaratherathananews.aFeaturesamayausea

someaofatheaconventionsaofafiction,aincludingaplot,asymbolism,acharacteraandadialogue.a 

Theyaareacolourfulapiecesathatadealawitharealaevents,ainnovations,atrends,aissuesaandaproc

esses,aplacingaanaemphasisaonatheapeopleainvolved.aFeatureawritingaisanotaconcernedasoa



muchawithaformulaa(asainatheainvertedapyramidastructureaofa"hard"anewsawriting)aasaitai

sainterestedainaimpact.aT 

heagamutaofasubjectamatteraandawritingastyleaemployedabyafeatureawritersaisanearlyaendl

ess,aasa"feature"abecomesaanaumbrellaatermaforamanyaliteraryastructures.aPersonalityasket

ches,anarratives,ainterviews,aessays,aexposes,ahow-

to's,acolumns,aminiatureaanthologiesaandareviewsamayaallabeaconsideredafeatures.aIdeasaf

orawritingafeaturesacomeafromahavingaaakeenanewsasense,aanaawarenessaofahumanaintere

stsaandaaahealthyacuriosity.aAasuccessfulafeatureastory'sacoverageamustabeasuitedatoaitsan

ewsavalue.aItsatoneaandaslantamustabeaappropriateatoatheaarticle'saintendedaeffect.aForaex

ample,afeaturesathatagrowaoutaofaaaslumpingaeconomyareflectatheaanxietyaandadespairaof

atheaindividualsawhoaareamostaaffected 

Allawell-writtenanewastoriesahaveamostaofatheapartsalistedabelow. 

Mostabasicanewsastoriesashouldahave: 

-aAaheadline  

-aAaleada(sometimesawrittenalede) 

-aAabackupaquote  

-aAttribution  

-aReaction  

-aAa"nutagraph" 

-aBackground  

-aAnaending  

1.aTheaHeadline.aTheaheadlineaisaaaone-aoratwo-

lineasummaryaofatheacontentsaofatheanewsastory,ainalargeratype,athatatellsareadersawh

atatheastoryaisaabout.aHeadlinesaactaasaanaindexaofatheacontentsaofatheanewspaper,a

andaaasummaryaofatheainformationainaitsastories. 



2.aTheaLead.aThealeadaisausuallyadefinedaasatheafirstasentenceaofaaanewsastory,aso

metimesaasatheafirstafewasentences.aThealeadaisatheabeginningaofaaastory.aThealeada

onaaahardanewsastoryaisaoftenacalledaaasummaryalead.aLeadashouldacontainatheamo

staimportantafactsaofatheastorya-

aataleastasomeaofatheaFiveaWs.aMostaagreeathatatheaidealaleadaisashorta-

anoamoreathana25aora30awords.aLeadsashouldabea"tight"a-

athatais,awrittenawithaeconomy.aAanewsastoryawithaaastrongaleadaisamorealikelyato

abearead. 

Ironicaleads,aGreat-quotealeads,aPerson-centredaleads,aContrastaleads,aPlay-on-

wordaleads,aSituationalaleads,aNightmarealeadsa- 

3.TheaBackupaQuote.aMostanewsastories,aexceptatheabriefestaofabriefs,ashouldahavea

aabackupaquoteaplacedasoonaafterathealead.aIdeally,atheabackupaquotea-

aattributedatoacomprehensibleaandaentertainingaway. 

Attribution.aAllanewsastoriesarequireaattribution.aAttributionaisatheaexplanationaofathe

asourceaofatheainformationainatheanewsastory.aAttributionaallowsatheareaderatoajudgea

foraherselfawhetheratheafactsasetaoutainatheastoryahaveamerit.aTheabestastoriesacontainalo

tsaofaquotesa-

aandaallaquotesahaveaattribution.aaAanewsastoryawithoutaattributionaisaworthless. 

Reaction.aAllanewsastoriesathatacontainacontroversialastatements,ashouldahaveareaction

a-

atheacommentsaofasomeoneawhoaisafamiliarawithatheasituation,aoraofasomeoneawithaan

aalternativeaviewaofatheamainathesisaofatheastory.aAarepresentativeaofatheagovernmenta

shouldahaveatheaopportunityatoarespond.aFairnessarequiresareaction. 



TheaNutaGraph.aAanutagraphainformsareadersaofatheafocusaofatheastory.aThealeada

willaserveatheasameapurposeaasatheanutagraph.aaAanutagraphaisaessentialatoasetaoutaf

oratheareaderawhataisagoingaon. 

Background.aMostastoriesaneedasomeabackgroundaforatheareaderatoaunderstandawhat's

agoingaon.aTheamoreacomplicatedatheastory,atheamoreapressingatheaneedaforabackgrou

nd.aBackgroundahelpsaexplainatheaaction. 

TheaEnding.aSometimesawritersaendaaastoryawithaaareferenceatoafutureaactionathatai

saexpected. 

 

ActiveaVoiceaVersusaPassiveaVoice 

Mostajournalists,aandamostajournalismatextbooks,asayathatanewsastoriesashouldabeawritten

ainatheaactiveavoice.Theaactiveavoiceadescribesatheaaction.aTheapassiveavoiceadescrib

esathearecipientaofatheaaction.Theaactiveavoiceadeliversaaaclear,astrongastatementao

fawhatahappened.aTheapassiveavoiceacanamakeaanaexcitingaeventadull. 

OVERALL-aJournalistsaareausuallyaencouragedatoawriteainatheaactiveavoice. 

-

aTheaactiveavoiceadescribesatheaaction;atheapassiveavoiceadescribesathearecipientaofatheaa

ction. 

-

aAasimpleawayatoarememberahowatoawriteainatheaactiveavoiceaisatoamemorizeatheaorder

aofasubject,averbaandaobjecta-aSVO. 

-

aSometimes,ahowever,atheapassiveavoiceaisabetterabecauseaitadoesn'taindicateawhoawasath

eaauthoraofaanaaction. 

DATELINE: 



aAanewsareportaforaaanewspaperabeginsawithadateline.aThoughatheaterma‘dateline’aseems

aonlyatoareferatoatheadate,ayetaitacontainsatwoaveryaimportantainformationapieces,anamel

y:atheaPLACEaofaoccurrence,aandatheaDATEaofaoccurrence.aItaisaimportantaforatheaaudi

encesaofatheanewsatoaknowatheaplaceafromawhereatheanewsahasaarisen,aandathisainforma

tionaisaprovidedainatheadateline.aItaisaimportantatoaknowathatatheanameaofatheaplaceamen

tionedainatheanewsastoryahasatoabeatheaplaceafromawhereaitahasabeenafiled.a(Sendingaofa

theanewsastoryabyatheareportingastaffatoatheanewsroomaisacalledafilingaofatheastory).aIna

manyacasesaitamayanotabeatheaplaceaofaoccurrenceaofatheaeventaoraaction.aTheaplacedaof

aoccurrenceaandaplaceaofafilingaofatheastoryamayabeatheasameaoradifferent.aIfadifferentat

heaplaceaofaoccurrenceacomesainatheamainabodyaofatheastory,abutadatelineawillacarryathe

anameaofatheaplaceafromawhereatheacorrespondentahasasentatheastory.aWhileareportingaw

araoradefenseamanyaaatimeatheadatelineacarriesainformation:a‘SomewhereainaNorthernaSe

ctor’.aItahasabeenaobservedathatamanyatimesatheanameaofatheaplaceamentionedainatheadat

elineaisanotafamiliaraforamanyareaders.aTheareporteraoratheastaffainatheanewsroomashould

aprovideaadditionalainformationasoathatatheareaderaisaableatoaproperlyalocateatheaplaceain

ahisaoraheramind.aForaexample,aifareportingafromaaavillageatheanameaofatheaDistrictama

yabeamentioned.aIfareportingafromaaaDistrictaofatheafaraawayaplace,anameaofatheastateam

ayabeagiven.aSimilarly,aifareportingafromaaanotatooafamiliaralocationafromaabroadatheana

meaofatheacountryamayaalsoabeagiven.aItahasaalsoabeenaobservedainamanyacasesathatawh

ileareportingafromaChandigarh,awhichaisatheacapitalaofabothaHaryanaaandaPunjabaandaals

oaaaUnionaTerritory,aevenaafterareadingatheaentireastoryaitadoesanotabecomeaclearawheth

eratheastoryawasaaboutaHaryanaaoraPunjab.aTheareportersaassumeathatatheareadersawould

aknowaandatheasub-

editoraignores.aItawouldabeaadvisableatoareferatoatheastateapreferablyainatheadatelineaoraa

t-



leastainatheafirstafewasentencesaofatheastory.aAsainatheacaseaofaplace,ainatheadatelineaals

oatheadateaofatheafilingaofatheastoryahasatoabeamentioned.aIfatheadateaofaoccurrenceaand

atheadateaofafilingaareadifferent,athenatheadateaofaoccurrenceashouldabeamentionedainathe

anewsastory 

Theawaysanewspapersauseatheadatelineaareadifferent.aEachanewspaperahasaitsaownastylea

ofamentioningatheadateaandatheamonth.a 

Someaexamplesaare:aJ 

an.a16,a 

Januarya16;a 

16thaJanuary;a 

16thaJan. 

 

ManyanewspapersaincludingaTheaTimesaofaIndia,aAmaraUjalaaandaDainikaJagaranahaveas

toppedagivingadateainatheadateline.aTheareasonaperhapsaisatoaservealateaandastaleanewsaa

lso,awhichaisanotaaahealthyapractice 

CREDITaLINEa&aBYLINE: 

aCreditalineacontainsainformationaaboutatheasourceafromawhereatheanewsahasabeenataken

aforapublication.aTheanewsamayabeatakenaformaaanewsaagencyaandatheaabbreviatedaform

aofatheanameaofatheaagencyaisaused.aExamples:aPTIa(PressaTrustaofaIndia),aUNIa(United

aNewsaofaIndia),aBhashaa(Hindi),aVartaa(Hindi),aAPa(AssociatedaPress),aReuteraetc.aWh

enatheanewsahasabeenapickedafromamoreathanaoneanewsaagencyaeitheratheanamesaofaalla



theaagenciesaareagivenaoraAgenciesaisamentionedainatheacreditaline.aInasomeanewspapers

atheanameaofatheaagencyaisagivenaatatheaendaofatheanews. 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaSomeanewspapersa

haveaanaunhealthyapracticeaofanotaattributingatheastoryafromatheasourceaitahasabeenatake

n.aManyanewspapersaareaincreasinglyausingatheaInternetaandanet-

editionsaofanewspapersabutatheasourceaisaveryararelyamentioned.aWhenatheastaffareporter

saoracorrespondentsaofatheanewspaperafileanewsastories,athereaareathreeawaysaofamention

ingait.a 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaFirst,acreditaisagivenabyamentioningatheanameaofatheajournalist.aThi

saisacalledagivingaby-

lineaandaisausedaonlyainaspecialacasesawhenatheajournalistahasadoneasomethingamoreatha

natheausual.aSecond,adesignationaofatheapersonawhoahasafiledatheastoryaisagiven.aExampl

es:aOuraSpecialaCorrespondent,aOuraCorrespondent,aOuraStaffaReporter,aHTaCorresponde

nt,aetc.aSimilaraversionsaareausedainaHindiaandaotheralanguages.aThird,ainsteadaofamenti

oningatheanameaoradesignation,atheanewsastoriesaareaattributedatoatheanewspaper.aExamp

les:aTribuneaNewsaServiceaoraTimesaNewsaNetworkaorajustaOuraBureau. 

Whenaaanewspaper’saownastaffaandaNewsaAgenciesahaveaprovidedatheainformationaforan

ewsajointly,aallatheanamesamayabeaused.aInaimportantastories,amoreathanaoneacorrespond

entamayahaveareported,ainasuchacasesajointaoramultipleaby-linesaareaalsoagiven. 

TheaDatelineagenerallyafollowsatheaheadlineaandathereaisanoafixedaplaceaforatheacreditali

ne.aButaeveryanewspaperahasaitsaownastyleaofaprintingatheadatelineaandacreditalines.aSo

meaexamples: 

BusinessaLine:aOuraBureauaMumbai,aJan.16 

TheaHindu:aBHABHUA/BUXAR/ARA/a(BIHAR),aJan.a16 



TheaTimesaofaIndia:aByaMaKaVenu/TNNaNewaDelhi: 

HindustanaTimes:aPressaTrustaofaIndia,aNewaDelhi,aJanuarya16 

PankajaVohraaandaRaveenaThukral,aAmbala,aJanuarya16 

TheaPioneer:aNavinaUpadhya/Araa(PioneeraNewsaService) 

TheaTribune:aAditiaTandon,aTribuneaNewsaService,aUri/Hardwar,aJanuary,a16 

TheaIndianaExpress:aEXPRESSaNEWSaSERVICE,aAMBALA,aJANUARY16 

SUMMARY: 

Theachapteradiscussesatheadifferencesabetweenahardanewsaandasoftanews,aandaexplainsath

eaimportanceaofaincludingaaadatealineaandacreditalineainanewsaarticles. 

• Hardanewsarefersatoaseriousaandaimportantaevents,asuchaasapoliticaladevelopments

,adisasters,aandacrimeastories.aSoftanews,aonatheaotherahand,aisamorealighthearteda

andaentertaining,acoveringatopicsasuchaasalifestyle,afashion,aandacelebrityagossip. 

 

• Aadatealineaisaaalineathataindicatesathealocationaandadateaofatheastory'saorigin.aIta

helpsareadersaunderstandatheacontextaofatheanewsaandawhenaitaoccurred. 

• Aacreditalineaisaaalineathatagivesacreditatoatheawriteraoranewsaagencyaresponsible

aforaproducingatheastory.aItaensuresathatatheaappropriateapartiesareceivearecognitio

naforatheiraworkaandahelpsamaintainajournalisticaethics. 

• Includingabothaaadatealineaandacreditalineainanewsaarticlesaisaimportantabecauseait

aprovidesatransparencyaandaaccountabilityatoatheareportingaprocess,aandahelpsarea

dersaunderstandatheacredibilityaandasourceaofatheainformationatheyaareareading. 

 



aaaaaaSELFaASSESSMENT: 

1. Whataisatheadifferenceabetweenahardanewsaandasoftanews? 

2. Whyaisaitaimportantatoaincludeaaadatealineainaaanewsaarticle? 

3. Whataisaaacreditaline,aandawhyaisaitaimportantainajournalism? 

4. Canaaanewsaarticleacontainabothahardanewsaandasoftanews,aorashouldathey

abeaseparate? 

5. Howacanatheainclusionaofaaadatealineaandacreditalineaimproveatheacredibili

tyaofaaanewsaarticle? 

aaaCHECKaPROGESS: 

• aWhataareasomeaexamplesaofahardanewsastories? 

• Whataareasomeaexamplesaofasoftanewsastories? 

• Howacanayouadetermineaifaaanewsastoryaisahardaorasoftanews? 

• Whatainformationashouldabeaincludedainaaadatealine? 

• Whyaisaitaimportantatoaincludeaaacreditalineainaaanewsaarticle? 

• Whataareasomeabestapracticesaforawritingaaaclearaandainformativeadatealineaandac

reditaline? 

• Whyaisaitaimportantaforajournalistsatoamaintainatransparencyaandaaccountabilityain

atheirareporting? 

• Howacanatheainclusionaofaaadatealineaandacreditalineahelpatoaestablishatheacredibi

lityaofaaanewsaarticle? 
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LESSONaNO.a3 

ROLEaANDaRESPONSIBILITIESaOFaAaREPORTER 

OBJECTIVE: 

• Definesathearoleaofaaareporteraandaexplainaitsaimportanceainajournalism 

• Explainsatheaethicalaprinciplesathataguideareporters,asuchaasaaccuracy,afairness,aan

daimpartiality 

• Discussatheaimportanceaofafact-checkingaandasourceaverificationainareporting 

• Outlinesatheaprocessaofagatheringainformationaforaaanewsastory,aincludingaconduct

ingainterviewsaandadoingaresearch 

• Explainsahowatoawriteaaanewsastoryathataisaclear,aconcise,aandaengaging 

• Discussathearoleaofasocialamediaaandadigitalatoolsainamodernajournalism,aandathea

implicationsaforareporters 

• Explainsahowatoanavigateaethicaladilemmasathatamayaariseainareporting,asuchaasac

onflictsaofainterestaoradealingawithasensitiveainformation 

• Provideaexamplesaofahigh-

qualityareportingathatademonstrateathearesponsibilitiesaandaimpactaofagoodajournali

sm. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Welcomeatoatheachapteraonathearoleaandaresponsibilitiesaofaaareporter.aJournalismaplaysa

aacrucialaroleainaourasociety,aprovidingainformationathatahelpsapeopleamakeainformedade

cisionsaandaholdingathoseainapoweraaccountable.aAtatheaheartaofathisaprocessaareareporte

rs,awhoaarearesponsibleaforagatheringaandasharinganewsastoriesawithatheapublic. 

 



Inathisachapter,aweawillaexploreatheaimportantaroleaofareportersainajournalism,aasawellaas

atheiraspecificaresponsibilitiesainatheanews-

gatheringaprocess.aWeawilladiscussatheaethicalaprinciplesathataguideareporters,aandatheapr

ocessaofaconductingainterviewsaandadoingaresearchatoagatherainformationaforaaanewsastor

y.aWeawillaalsoaexamineatheaimportanceaofaclear,aaccurate,aandaengagingawriting,aasawe

llaasatheaimpactaofasocialamediaaandadigitalatoolsaonamodernajournalism. 

 

Finally,aweawilladiscussasomeaofatheaethicaladilemmasathatareportersamayaencounter,aand

aprovideaexamplesaofahigh-

qualityareportingathatademonstrateathearesponsibilitiesaandaimpactaofagoodajournalism.aBy

atheaendaofathisachapter,ayouawillahaveaaabetteraunderstandingaofathearoleaandaresponsib

ilitiesaofaaareporter,aandatheavitalaroleathatajournalismaplaysainaourasociety. 

REPORTER:a 

Thearoleaofaaareporteraisatoaserveaasatheaeyesaandaearsaofaaanewsaorganization,aandawhi

leathereaareanoaspecificaqualificationsarequiredaforatheajob,aaspiringareportersashouldainfo

rmallyatrainathemselvesainaorderatoafulfilatheiraresponsibilitiesawithaconfidence,acourage,a

andacompetence.aToaexcelainathearole,aaareporterashouldabeawell-

read,aknowledgeableaaboutatheirabeat,aandahaveaaawideanetworkaofacontacts.aTheyashoul

daalsoapossessaresearchaskills,aexcellentacommunicationaabilities,aandatheaabilityatoabuild

arelationshipsawithapeopleafromaallawalksaofalife.aToasucceed,aaareporteramustabeaableat

oaperceive,acalculate,apredict,aandaplanatheiraactionsaappropriatelyainaanticipationaofanew

saevents.aGoodanewsareportingaisathearesultaofaaasenseaofaresponsibilityatowardsaoneself,

atheaorganization,asociety,aandahumanity.aItaisatheareporter'saresponsibilityatoawriteaconsc

iouslyaandacarefully,ausingatheirapenatoabuildaaapositiveaimageaofathemselvesaandatheirai



nstitution.aAareporter'sapurposeaisanotatoabeaaasocialaworkeraoraaapreacher,abutatoadrawa

attentionatoaissuesaaffectingasociety.aItaisaimportantaforareportersatoabeaalert,acurious,aina

goodahealth,aandapossessastaminaatoapursueadifficultaassignments.aFinally,aaareporterasho

uldabeasociableaandahaveaaasenseaofaresponsibilityatowardsatheaprofessionaandatheanewsa

organization 

QUALITIESaOFaAaREPORTER: 

Toaexcelainajournalism,aitaisaimportantatoapossessathearightaattitudeatowardsatheavocation

,aincludingaintelligence,ainitiative,aindustry,ageneralacompetence,aobjectivity,aandaaccurac

y.aTheaidealareporterashouldapossessanaturalacuriosity,auncertainty,achildlikeaenjoyment,ae

nthusiasm,aandapassionaforatheawork.aTheyashouldahaveaaasharpanewsasenseaandashoulda

notaletatheiraownaprejudicesaorainterestsainterfereawithatheirasub-

editing.aAagoodareporterashouldabeaableatoacreateaexcitingastoriesabyahavingaaagoodanew

sasenseaandagettingatheafactsaclearaandainasequenceainatheiramindaoraonatheiracopyapad.a

Additionally,atheyashouldahaveatheaabilityatoamakeaquickaandaaccurateadecisionsabasedao

natheirajudgment 

.a•aCalmness:aNeverabeaoverexcitedawhenamajorastoriesabreak.aYouracalmanervesaareai

mportantainaobjectivelyaassessingatheanewsaandatheapriorityaitadeserves.a 

•aAaDenseaSkin:aAnaabilityatoakeepafromagettingaupsetaoraoffendedabyatheathingsaother

apeopleasayaandadoa(Criticism). 

•aClarity:aAareporterashouldahaveaclarityaofamindaandaexpression.aAapersonawhoaisacon

fusedahimselfacannotatellaaastoryatoaothers 

a•aObjectivity:aReporteraandasub-

editorashouldaaimaataobjectivityawhileadealingawithaaastory.aTheyashouldanotaallowatheir

apersonalabiasaoraideasatoacreepaintoaaastory. 



•aSpeed:aInatoday’saworldaspeedamattersaeverywhere.aAapersonawhoacannotaworkafastac

annotabeaaagoodareporter.aHeashouldathinkafast,adecideafastaandawriteaoratypeafastaforah

eahasatoameetadeadlinesaoramayahaveatoagoatoaanotheraassignment.a 

•aPunctuality:aItaisaalwaysabetteratoabeapunctualaandathenawaitathanareachalateaandaaska

others—aarivalamayamisinformayouaorahideasomeaimportantainformation 

.a•aFarsightedness:aAnaintelligentaenvisioningaofatheafutureahelpsanewsmenainageneral.a

Theaqualityahelpsathemainaidentifyingaprocessesaandapeopleawhoawillabeaimportantainafu

ture 

•aMobility:aAareporterashouldabeamobile.aHeashouldaenjoyamovingaaroundaandashouldan

otahesitateatravellingadistancesatoagetastoriesawhenarequired 

•aAajournalistashouldahaveaaahealthyascepticism.aThisameansacheckingaandarecheckingai

nformationawhichaisaveryaimportantabecauseaeveryastoryaisabasedaonafactsaandaevidencea

•aAbilityatoaestablishacontactsaandadevelopasources.a 

•aAbilityatoaCopeawithaPressureafromaoutsideaandawithinatheaNewsaOrganisation.a•aNos

eaforanewsa•aLanguageaexpertisea 

•Intelligenceaandacourage 

a•aHandlingamediaaequipmenta 

•aOutgoinganaturea 

•aTeamaspirit 

a•aAagoodareporteramustabeaableatoaanalyseaandainterpretainformation 

.a•aCreative 



a•aPerseverancea–

aNotagivingaupawhenastrugglingatoafindaoutainformationainatheafaceaofabureaucraticainert

ia,asubterfugeaoraoutrightaoppositiona 

•aGoodaataCommunicativeaskillsa 

•aGoodaGeneralaKnowledge:aAagoodajournalistaisaoneawhoaknowsasomethingaaboutaever

ything.aTheyaareawell-

informedanewsajunkiesaespeciallyainatheaareaaofapolitics,acurrentaaffairsaandalaw.a 

•aCapableatoaworkawithaothersaandainairregularahours 

SOMEaCOREaQUALITIESaINaDETAILS: 

AaNOSEaFORaNEWS: 

Theareporteraisatheamostaimportantafunctionaryaofaaanewspaper,aasafaraasanewsaoperation

saareaconcerned.aSo,aoneamustaknowawhataconstitutesanewsainaorderatoabeaableatoagathe

ranews 

Aareporter'sajobaofadiscoveringatheanewsahasabeenasimplifiedainaoneawayaandarendereda

difficultainaanotherasense,ainathisaageaofainformation.aWhileathereaareatheausualapressano

tesaonawhichanewsareportsacanabeabased,athereaareaotherasourcesaofainformationaonaaava

rietyaofanewsaevent.aThearangeaofasourcesastretchesafromaofficialaspokespersonsaandapre

ssaconferencesatoaunidentifiedamembersaofatheapublicaandathearegularasourcesawhichaone

ameetsaonatheabeat. 

Butaquiteaoften,amostaofatheamaterialabeforeaaanewsareporteramayajustabeapublicityamatt

eraoraadvertisementsainadisguise.aTherefore,aasaaareporter,ayouamustacheckatheamateriala

andasqueezeatheanewsathatawouldainterestayourareader.awhenayouaareaoverwhelmedabyaa

naoceanaofafacts,ayouacanaalwaysarelyaonathirdaraadders'ainterestaforaguidance.aHereaisa



whereayouraabilityatoaselectathearightainformationaandapresentaitatoatheareaderacomesatoa

yourahelp.aBesides,amostaofatheatimeayouawillacoveraroutineamattersasuchaasapressaconfe

rencesaandapressanotesathataareahardlyaexciting.aAtaleastayouamayahaveatoabeginaataquite

aaalowalevelalikeacoveringalocalamatter.aLaterayouamayabeagivenatheaopportunityatoacov

eramajoranationalaissues. 

Fourthamostapartayouamayafindayourselfareportingatheaspeeches,adeclarationsaandaannoun

cementsabyaV.I.P.s,apersonsainaauthority,apoliticiansaandapoliticalaparties.aOccasionally,ay

ouamayagetaanaexcitinganewsbreak.aButayouraroutineareportingashouldanotapreventayouaf

romalookingaforasomethingaunusualathatamayalurkaunderatheaordinaryaoccurrence.aYouah

aveatoabeaaakeenaobserverasoaasatoadiscoveraunusualaandaexcitingamaterialaevenainarouti

neastuff.aAasharpasenseaofaobservationamayaalsoahelpayouatoagatheraamusingasidelightsa

ofainterestatoayourareaders.aYouraalertnessawillahelp,ayouatoadiscoveracontradictionsaanda

problemsawhileayouaareaonayouradailyabeat.aThisacanabeatheaOutgoingabasisaforaaaNatur

eaexcitinganewsastoryaevenawhereaapparentlyathereawasanone. 

OUTGOINGaNATURE: 

Professionalajournalistsaareaneveraarmchairawriters.aIntrovertsanormallyamakeapoorareport

ers.aReportersahaveatoamoveaaboutameetingapeople,amakingatheiraacquaintanceaandawinni

ngatheiraconfidence.aThisawouldahelpathematoaestablishacontacts,awhichainaturnahelpsaina

writingawell-

investigatedareports.aThisaisatheaeraaofainvestigativeareportingaandareadersaareakeenlyaint

erestedatoaknowawhataisagoingaonabehindatheascenes.aToagetathatakindaofastories,ayouah

aveanoaalternativeabutatoabeaoutgoing.aYouahaveatoadevelopaanaaffableatemperamentaand

aanaeasy-goinganature. 

ABILITYaTOaESTABLISHaCONTACTSaANDaDEVELOPaSOURCES:a 



Anaoutgoinganatureaisatheabasicaqualityatoaestablishacontactaandadevelopasources.aDuring

atheacourseaofayouraduty,ayouamayameetaseveralapeopleawhoamayahelpayouaina1gatherin

gainformation.aYouamustahaveatheaabilityatoawinatheaconfidenceaandarespectaofathoseaw

hoamayabeapotentialasourcesaofanews.aDuringatheacourseaofayouraregularaduties,apeoplea

mayavoluntarilyaofferayouainformation.aAlternately,athisamightanotabeatheacasea7afawhen

ayouaareaworkingaonaanainvestigativeastory.aPeopleamayahesitateatoatalkaon1asensitiveam

atters.aTheyamayalikeatoarevealayetaareaafraidatoainacaseaitawasatoaaffect,athemaadversel

y.aSuchapeopleamayabeagovernmentaofficialsawhomayouamayameetawhileainvestigatinga

mattersarangingafromainefficiencyatoacorruption.aTheyacouldabeainformersaofatheaunderw

orld,aifayouaareadoingaanain-

depthacrimeainvestigation.aWhatamayabeaatastakeaforathemacouldabeatheirajobsaoratheirali

ves.aItamayabeaquiteadifficultatoawinatheiratrust.aInasuchasituations,ayouamustabeaableato

aassureayourasourcesathatatheyawillaremaina'aprotectedaandatheiraidentitiesakeptasecretaifa

theyasoadesire 

Whileayouaareaestablishingacontact,athereamayabeasomeaamongathemawhoamayawantatoa

plantainformationaonayouatoaserveatheiravestedainterests.aSuchainformationamayaconsistao

fahalf-

truthsaandaevenalies.aSo,ayouamustahaveaotheraindependentacontactsathroughawhomayoua

canaverifyatheainformation 

Remember,aevenatheamostaordinaryasourceaatatimesacanabecomeaveryavaluable,aprovidin

gaimportantaleadsaandaaawealthaofainformation.aAacoupleaofayearsaagoaaatanewspaperaca

rriedaaastoryaaboutaaafootpathahawkerawhoaonceawasaaawrestleraofainternationalarepute,at

husathrowingalightaonatheaneglectaofatheasportsmenainatheacountry.aYouamustamakeaitaa

apoint,atherefore,atoapayaattentionatoayourasourcesahowsoevera'ordinary'atheyamayaseema

byaappearance 



Remember,atheaclassicacaseaofatheaWatergateascandal:aTheascandalathatashookatheaUnite

daStatesaandatheaNixonapresidencyawasanotaexposedabyaanyaaceanewsperson,abutabyaord

inaryalocalareportersaactingaonaaatipafromaanaordinaryasource. 

Whatamattersaisatheaalertnessaandaabilityatoapursueayourasourcesatoagetathearightalead.aT

akeatheacaseaofatheasecuritiesascam.aTheaentireaexposeabeganawithaaasourceacontactinga

Ms.aSuchetaaDalalaofatheaTimesaofaIndia,aBombay,awithaanaunconfirmedareportaaboutas

omeaactivitiesainatheaStateaBankaofaIndia.aMsaDalal,aAssistantaBusinessaEditoraofatheapa

per,afollowedathealeadaprovidedabyatheasourceaandagotatheastoryaconfirmedafromareliable

acontactsabringingatoalightatheastockascamaconcerningastockabrokeraHarshadaMehtaaanda

othersainvolvingaaastaggeringaRs.a6,000acrores. 

 

ABILITYaTOaBEaANaUNPREJUDICEDaOBSERVER: 

Theareporteramustabeaanaunprejudicedaobserveraofaevents,aoneawhoapresentsatheafactsato

atheareaderainaaabalanced,aobjectiveamanner.aNow,aobjectivityaisaaamuch-

debatedatopic.aItahasabeenasaidathatareportersamixacommentawithafactaandasoatheirareport

saareaquiteasubjective.aWhileareportersamayahaveatheiraownaviewsaonatheasubjectaofacov

erage,atheyashouldanotaallowapersonalaopinionsaataanyaplaceainatheacopy.aOneamustabea

ableatoathrowalightaonaunclearaaspectsaifaany,aofatheanewsaevent.aAtatheasameatime,athe

anewsareporteramustaendeavouratoawriteaaareportawhichaisaonlyaaastatementaofafacts.aAn

aobservationaoraviewpoint,amightaoccasionallyacreepainaandaoneamustabeaale0atoasuchast

ripsainastraighta~tanewsaitems 

Howadoayouamaintainabalanceaandaobjectivityainayouracoverage?aTheafirstaandaforemost

athingatoadoaisatoasourceayouracopyaproperlyatoaassureatheareaderathatawhatayouaareapas

singaonaasanews,aisanotayouraopinionaorasomeapublicityamatterainadisguise.aTheasourcesa



mustabeaquotedaexceptawhenatheyawantatoaremainaanonymous.aEvenawhenayouaareanota

ableatoaquoteatheasources,ayouamustaensureathatatheastoryaisabalanced,abyagivingaadequa

teacoverageatoaallatheasidesaofatheasubject.aYouashouldaalwaysaensureathatatheainformati

onayouaareapresentingaisatrue.aYouacanadoathisabyacounterachecking. 

Remember,awhatamayaappearafairatoaoneagroupawillaamountatoabiasaforaanother.aSo,aalw

aysaensureathatayouagiveabothasidesaofatheapicture. 

But,aremainingaanaunprejudicedaobserveradoesanotameanaadoptingawhataisaknownainaAm

ericanajournalisticaparlanceaasa"manafromatheaMars”astance,ai.e,aseeingaeachaeventaafresh

,aunconnectedatoaanyapreviousaexpectationsaorafutureapossibilitiesaandapassingathemaonau

ntouchedabyainterpretation. 

Inaanaincreasinglyacomplexaworld,athisawouldanotaamountatoaobjectivityaorafairness.aIna

manyacases,aitawouldasimplyameanaanairresponsibleaattitude,aaarefusalatoamakeatheareade

raunderstandatheaeventainaitsaproperacontextaandarealiseaitsasignificance.aInamanyacases,a

youanotaonlyareportatheaeventsabutainterpretathemaforathe’areader.aButaremember,ainterpr

etationadoesanotameanabackdooraeditorialising.aItaisanotaanaexcuseaforacolouringatheastor

y.awithayourapersonalaopinions. 

CLARITYaOFaEXPRESSION 

Asaaareporter,ayouamayacoveraseveralacomplexaandaspecialisedasubjects,asuchaasascience

a.andatechnology,alawaandaeconomics.aYouracommandaoverathealanguageamustabeasuchat

hatayouacanaexplainaevenatheamostacomplicatedaissuesainasingleatermsatoaanyageneralare

ader.aInaadditionatoaspecialisedasubjectsasuchaasascienceaandatechnology,aevenagovernme

ntapressanotesaareawrittenainacomplicatedalanguage,aburyingatheanewsapoint.aYouamustab

eaableatoasimplifyaitaandabringaoutatheanewsapoint 

TEAMaSPIRIT 

Commented [A1]:  



Exceptaforaroutineacoveragesawhichacanabeahandledabyaoneaperson,amanyainvestigativeas

toriesahaveatoabeahandledabyaaateam.aTheaBoforsainvestigativeastoriesainatheaIndianaExp

ressaandaotherapapersawereabasedaonareportsafromaGenevaaandaStockholm,abesides,aNew

aDelhi.aTheasecuritiesascamainvestigationsabyatheaTimesaofaIndiaainvolved,abesidesaSuch

etaaDalal,aoneamoreacorrespondent,aR.aSrinivasan,awhoaposedaasaanainvestoraandawentat

oatheaStateaBankaofficersainaBombayatoagetaconfirmationaaboutatheagoingsaonainatheaba

nk 

IfayouaseeainvestigativeastoriesainatheaStatesman,ayouawillafindathatatheyaareaalwaysaattri

butedatoa"TheaStatesmanaInsightaTeam."aYouamustabeaableatoaworkaasaaamemberaofasu

chaaateam.aHere,ayouamustapoolayouratalents,asourcesaandacontactsaintoatheateamaandaw

orkaunderaaaleader.aInatheacourseaofatime,ayouamayariseatoaheadasuchaaateam.aWorkinga

underaaateamadisciplineawillacertainlyabeaofahelpatoayoualater. 

ABILITYaTOaCOPEaWITHaPRESSUREaFROMaOUTSIDEaANDaWITHINaTHEa

NEWSaORIGINATION: 

Withainvestigativeajournalismaseekingatoabringaoutascandalsaandaexposures,athereaisaboun

datoabeapressureaonajournalistsatoakeepasomeone'sawrongadoingsahiddenafromapublicavie

w.aThisa'someone'aisausuallyaaapersonawithaconsiderableaclout.aThea'pressure'aonajournali

stsaisaexertedainatheahopeaofapreventingaexposure.aTheaconcernedajournalistamayaalsoabe

abribedawithaattractiveafavoursainareturnaforasilenceaonatheamatter 

Asaaanewspersonayouamayaprovideahelpfulaoraharmfulaexposureatoapersonsaholdingaimp

ortantapositionsainayourabeat.aSinceamanyaofathemaneedapublicityatoaperformatheirafuncti

ons,atheyaseekayouaoutatoaprovideathemawithathearequiredaexposure.aTheyaareaonathealo

okoutaforaaaminimumaofaharmfulaandatheamaximumaofahelpfulapublicity.aIfatheyaconside

raitanecessary,atheyamayauseatheirapoweraandainfluenceatoapressuriseayouaforathis. 



Theapressureacouldabeausedatoamakeayouachangeatheanewsaora"killaaastory.aThisaconstit

utesacensorships.aPressureacouldaalsoabeaappliedawithatheahopeaofainducingajournalistsato

avolunteeratheachangeaoraomissionawhichaisathenaequalatoaself-censorship. 

Whileagroupsalikeatheagovernmentaandatheaadvertisersacouldaindirectlyapressuriseayouathr

oughayouranewsaorganisation,adirectapressureacouldaalsoacomeafromatheagovernmentaand

apoliticalaparties.aInacaseayouaareadoingastoriesaonasomethingawhichacouldaleadatoaharmf

ulaexposureaforasomeone,atheyacouldatakearecourseatoaaarangeaofalegalaandaillegalaoptio

ns,aincludingalegalaaction,athreatsaandaviolenceatoapressuriseayou 

Thereaareathreeawaysaofacopingawithapressure:afightingait,agivingain,aandaanticipatingath

eapressureaandatakingapreventiveameasures.aTheafirstaoneaisatheamostanobleaofatheathree

aoptionsaandahistoryaisafullaofashiningaexamplesaofathisacategory.aDuringatheaBritisharul

eainaIndia,amanyapapersadecidedatoacloseadown,aratherathanasubmitatoacensorshipaandag

overnmentapressure.aTheafatheraofatheaNation,aMahatamaaGandhi,a1aexemplifiedathisaspi

ritawhenaheawroteaduringatheaQuitaIndiaaMovement:a"Itaisabetteranotatoaissueanewspaper

athanatoaissueathemaunderaaafeelingaofasuppression."aEvenaduringathea1975-

77ainternalaemergency,ajournalsalikeaMainstreamaclosedadownaratherathanasubmitatoagov

ernmentacensorship.aButatheaheroicaoptionaisanotaalwaysafeasible. 

Remember,arunningaaanewspaperaisaaabusiness,aapartafromabeingaaaservice.aThousandsad

ependaonaitaforaaaliving.aYouaareainaitaasaaaprofessional,aseekingatoaearnayouradailyabre

ad.aSo,afewaexpectayouatoabeaaaheroaoraaamissionary.aIfayouagiveainatoapressureawhicha

youacannotafightaonayouraownaandaifayouranewsaorganisationadoesanotaback,ayou,atheac

onsequencesacouldabeadisastrousaforayouaasaaaprofessionalajournalist.aThea'areportersawh

oagenerallyabraveapowerfulapressuresaarcathoseawhoahaveatheafullasupportaofatheiraorgan

isationsaoratheiraprofessionalacolleaguesabackingathemaunitedly.aBut,astill,ayouamustahave



atheastrengthaofacharacteratoafightapressuresathatacomeainatheaformaofainducementsalikea

lavishagifts,afavours,aetc.atoainfluenceayourareporting. 

Preventiveameasuresatoafightapressureacouldabealegalasteps,alikeaseekingaaacourtastayaona

iaanyalawaoraordinanceathatacouldaaffectatheafreedomaofatheapress.aInacaseayouafeelathre

atenedabyasomeaphysicalaviolence,ayouacanaalwaysaseekasecurityafromalawaandataorderaa

uthorities.aTheajournalistsaofathea"PunjabaKesari*agroupaofanewspapers,awhoahaveataken

aaacourageousaantiterroristastandainaPunjab,aworkaunderaextremelyatightasecurity.aTheagr

oupahasalostatwoaofaitsaownersatoaterroristabullets,abutahasanotagivenainatoapressures 

RESPONSIBILITIESaOFaAaREPORTER: 

Theareportingaprofessionaisaunlikeaanyaotheraprofession.aAtatimes,asomeaslightacarelessne

ssainadoingaone'saduty,acanacauseaincalculableaharmfularepercussions,abothaforatheanewsa

organisationaandasociety.aAaslightalazinessainacheckingaoracross-

checkingacertainafactsacouldaendangeratheacredibilityaofatheanewsaorganization,aprovingat

oabeaaamajorablockainatheawayaofaadvancementaofatheareporter’sacareer. 

RESPONSIBILITYaTOWARDSaTHEaNEWSaORGANISATION: 

Aareporterahasabeenalikenedatoaaasoldieraonatheafield.aEvenazsatheaqualityaofatheasoldier

saonafieldadeterminesatoaaalargeaextentatheaqualityaofaanaarmy,asoa+soayouraabilitiesaand

atheawayayouadischargeayouradutiesaasaaareporteragoaaalongawayainadeterminingatheaqua

lityaandareputationaofayouranewsaorganisation. 

RESPONSIBILITYaTOWARDSaTHEaSOURCES: 

Remember,ayourasourcesaareasacred.aYouracredibilityainatheiraeyesacouldabeaaamajorafac

torainayouraperformanceaasaaanewsperson.aThereaareasourcesawithawhomayouawillahavea

toatakeagreatapainsatoaestablishayouracredibilityatoamakeathemaopenaupatowardsayou.aYo



uawillahaveatoaassureathemathatanoaharmawillacomeatoathem,aandaifatheyasoaLadesire,ay

ouamustakeepatheiraidentityaaasecret.aThereahaveabeenainstancesainatheaUnitedaStatesaofa

Americaaandasomeaotheracountriesawhereareportersahaveadefiedacourtaordersaandagoneato

ajailaratherathanarevealatheasources.aIna1960,aanaAmericanamagazinea–

goorteraalertedahisaeditorsathatathearuleraofaaaMiddleaEastacountryawasareceivingalargeaa

mountsaofa‘moneyafromaseveralagovernmentsaforahisapersonalause.aButatheareporteraheld

abackatheastoryatilla1977aasaheafeltathataitsapublicationawouldacompromiseahisaIasource.a

TheamatterabecameanewsaonlyawhenatheaAmericanaIntelligenceaAgencya(CIA)afiles,amad

eaavailableatoatheapressaina1977,acontainedatheasameainformation. 

Youamayawellaaskawhetherathearesponsibilityaofaprotectingatheasourcesaisaabsolute.aAasit

uationacouldaariseawhenatheainformationagivenabyaaacontactawhoawantedatoaremainaunid

entifiedacouldaleadatoaaamajorainquiryaofaaacourtacase.aYouamayabeaorderedabyatheacour

tatoarevealawhoayouracontactais,aforagivingawitnessabeforeatheacourt.aWhatawouldayouad

oainasuchaaacase?aShouldayouacommitacontemptaofacourtaoraviolateayouracommitmentato

atheaconfidentialityaofayourasource?aIfayouarevealatheasourceawhoawantedatoaremainaano

nymous,ayouacoulda~bseayouracredibilityaamongayouracontactsawhoamayahesitateatoavolu

nteerainformationainafuture.aSuchaextremeacasesahaveatoabeadealtawith,aonatheiraindividu

alamerits.aItaisasufficientatoasayathataunderanormalaconditions,ayouahaveaaacommitmentat

oaprotectayourasources. 

RESPONSIBILITYaTOWARDSaTHEaREADERaANDaSOCIETY: 

"Goodafaithawithatheareaderaisatheafoundationaofaallagoodajournalismaworthyaofathea6an

ame",asaysatheacodeaofaethicsaofatheaAmericanaSocietyaofaNewspaperaEditors.aAsaaanew

sareporter,ayouahaveaaadutyatoaprovideaaccurate,aunbiasedaandaobjectiveainformationatoat



heareader.aEveryaeffortamustabeamadeatoaensureathatatheanewsais?aaccurate,afreeafromapr

ejudicesaandathataallasidesaofatheanewsaeventaareapresentedafairly. 

Toamaintainayouracredibilityawithatheareaderayouahaveaaadutyanotatoaacceptathingsaorafa

voursaorapursueaallyaactivityathatamightacompromiseayouraintegrity. 

However,ainatheseadays,apublicityaseekersaincludingathe&ainaprivateabusiness,aorganiseap

ressaconferencesaandaconductatoursawithaattractiveagiftsaandaotheraincentives.aWhileapriv

ateafirmsadependamainlyaonaadvertisingaforapublicity,atheyasometimesawantatheiraactivitie

satoabeacarriedaasanewsaitemsasinceanewsacarriesagreateracredibilityathanaadvertisements.

aNewsareportsaareawrittenabyanewspersonsawhoaareasupposedatoabeaindependentaandaobj

ective.aWhileainatheseadaysaofacorporateaandabusinessajournalism, 

DEALINGaWITHaCORPORATEaNEWS: 

Businessaandacorporateajournalismaisaaafieldawhereayouahaveatoaexerciseaaatremendousas

enseaofaresponsibility.aWithatheaproliferationaofabigacompanies.aIncludingamultianationals

aandatheiraroleainathealiberalisationaofatheaIndianaeconomy,atheiraactivitiesaformaaamajor

asubjectaofapublicainterest.aButaitaisaaasubjectathatamustabeahandledawithautmostacare.aO

natheaoneahand,ayouariskabecomingaaapublicityaagentaforacorporateahousesaandaonatheaot

her.ayouamayabeariskingapeople'sainvestmentsaandareputations.aRemember,aanythingayoua

writeaforaaanewsaorganizationacouldahaveaitsaimpactainatermsaofamoneyaandareputation 

Opinionsaaboutatheanewspaperaindustryahavearangedafromaitabeingaaamereabusinessatoaa

nainstrumentaofasocialachange.aEvenaifaitaisatoabeaconsideredaaamereabusiness,aitaisadee

plyainvolvedainamattersaofapublicainterest.aEverythingayouawriteacouldahaveaitsarepercuss

ionsainatheasociety.aEvenaunderanormalacircumstances,ayouahaveatoaexerciseagreatacareaa

boutawhatayouawrite. 

REPORTINGaCOMMUNALaCONFLICTS: 



Youahaveatoabeaparticularlyacarefulawhenareportingainaaacommunallyasensitiveacountryali

keaIndia.aThisaisabecauseathereaareaaahostaofareligiousaandasocialadiversitiesaandaseveral

alinguisticagroups.aItawouldabeaunbecomingatoabeapartisanatoaaaparticularafaith,alinguistic

aorasocialagroup.aAsaaareporterayouawillahaveatoawieldayourapenawithaduearespectaforae

veryone 

Whatamayabeaconsideredacorrectabyaoneagroupamayabeaheldawrongabyaanother.aTakeath

eaexampleaofatheaRamjanambhoomiaBabriaMasjidadisputeaataAyodhya.aTwoaconcernedac

ommunitiesahaveaaaconflictingastandaaboutatheadisputedastructure.aIfayouahaveabeenafollo

wingatheacontroversyainatheapapers,ayouawouldahaveafoundathatatheadisputedastructureais

areferredatoaneithera&aRamjanambhoomianoraasaBabriaMasjid.aItaisareferredaeitheraasath

ea"Disputedasite"aoraasathea"controversialastructure",aorasimplyaasathea"Ramajanamaabho

omi-BabriaMasjidasite*. 

ApartafromatheaAyodhyaadispute,atheacommunalatensionainatheacountryahasabeenaaggrav

atedabyatheaPunjabaandaKashmiraproblems.aNewsaorganisationsaareaextremelyacarefulaab

outareportingaeventsaofaaacommunalanature. 

TakeatheakillingsainaPunjab,aforainstance.aWhenamembersaofaaaparticular,acommunityaare

asingledaoutaforamassacre,atheapapersadoanotamentionatheanameaofatheacommunity. 

Aasimilaraprocedureaisafollowedawhenareportingacommunalariots.aTheastepaisatakenatoapr

eventaanyafurtheratensionafromadevelopingabetweenatheacommunitiesaifatheyaareatoabeaid

entifiedainatheanewsareports.aForathisareason,aplacesaofaworshipaaffectedainariotsaareanot

areferredato,abyaname. 

aFUNCTIONSaOFaAaREPORTER: 



Reportersaareapeopleathatanoamediaaorganisationacanadoawithout.aAareporter’sajobaisather

eforeaaaveryaimportantaone.aTheafollowingsaareatheamostacommonafunctionsaofaaareporte

r: 

a•aToaGatheranewsa 

•aToaobservea 

•aFindingatheaAnglea(thearightaone)a 

•aToamakeanewsareports 

a•aToabeaanaActivealisteneraasawellaasaaaPerson 

a•aCoveringaeventsa(e.g.,aInternationalaFilmafestivalainaGoa,aPMavisitsaRangpuraandahol

daaameeting)a 

•aGoatoaPressaConferencea(Aamajorasourceaofanewsaisatheapressaconference.aLeadersaofa

politicalapartiesaholdapressaconferencesaregularly.aMinistersaalsoaholdapressaconferencesat

oaannounceavariousaprogrammesaandapoliciesaofatheagovernment.aBusinessahousesaarrang

eapressaconferencesatoalaunchatheiranewaproducts)a 

•aInterviewing:aInterviewingapeopleaconnectedawithaanaeventaoraincidentaisaaaveryacomm

onapracticeausedabyareportersatoagetadetailsa 

•aToamakeaquickadecision 

•aToainvestigateainformationaandareporta 

•aWatchdogaofaaaSocietya•aToabeasociallyaresponsiblea 

•aToamaintainaprofessionalasecrecy:aAajournalistarespectsathearightaofasecrecyaofaeveryap

ersonaandaheamayanotapublishanewsaaboutasomeone’saprivatealife,aunlessatheyaareatransp

arentaandarelevantatoatheapublicainteresta 



•aToahaveatimeamanagementa 

•aAttributionaandaProtectionaofaSourcesa 

•aEthicalaconsiderationsaandarespectafora‘offathearecordastatements’ 

a•aFollowaPressalaws,aEthicsaandaCodeaofaConduct:aPressafreedomaisaaawordathataisaco

mmonlyaused.aByathis,aweameanathearightatoapublishanewsawithoutaanyarestrictionaoraco

ntrol.aButathisadoesanotameanathataanythingaaboutaanybodyacanabeapublished.aThereaarea

certainarulesaofaconductaoraprinciplesaofamoralityawhichaweahaveatoafollowawhileareporti

ng. 

SUMMARY: 

Theachapteraonathearoleaandaresponsibilitiesaofaaareporteradiscussesatheavariousadutiesaan

daexpectationsaofajournalistsawhoaworkatoagatherainformationaandacommunicateaitatoathe

apublicathroughavariousamediaachannels.aSomeakeyapointsacoveredainatheachapterainclud

e: 

• Thearoleaofaaareporteraisatoagatherainformationaaboutaevents,apeople,aandaissues,a

andatoacommunicateathatainformationatoatheapublicathroughanewspapers,atelevision

,aradio,aandaonlineaplatforms. 

• Reportersamustamaintainaaccuracy,aobjectivity,aandafairnessainatheirareporting,aand

aavoidabiasesaorapersonalaopinionsathatacouldainfluenceatheirawork. 

• Inaadditionatoareportingaonabreakinganews,areportersamayaalsoaconductainvestigati

veajournalism,afeatureawriting,aoraopinionapiecesaonavariousatopics 

• Reportersamustaalsoaensureathatatheyarespectatheaprivacyaandadignityaofatheapeopl

eatheyainterviewaorareportaon,aandaavoidasensationalismaorainflammatoryalanguag

eathatacouldacauseaharm. 



Overall,atheachapteraemphasizesatheaimportanceaofaresponsibleaandaethicalareporting,aand

atheacriticalaroleathatajournalistsaplayainainformingaandaengagingatheapublic. 

SELFaASSESSMENTaQUESTIONS: 

1. Whataisathearoleaofaaareporterainajournalism,aandawhyaisaitaimportant? 

2. Whataareasomeaofatheaethicalaprinciplesathataguideareporters,aandahowadoatheyaa

pplyatoanews-gatheringaandareporting? 

3. Whataareasomeaofatheakeyastepsainatheaprocessaofagatheringainformationaforaaane

wsastory,aandawhyaisaeachastepaimportant? 

4. Howacanareportersanavigateaethicaladilemmasathatamayaariseainatheacourseaofathei

rareporting,asuchaasaconflictsaofainterestaoratheauseaofaanonymousasources? 

5. Whataareasomeaofatheawaysainawhichasocialamediaaandadigitalatoolsahaveachange

dathealandscapeaofamodernajournalism,aandawhataareasomeaofatheaimplicationsafo

rareporters? 

Theseaquestionsacanahelpayouaassessayouraunderstandingaofatheakeyaconceptsaandaideasa

inathisachapter,aandaidentifyaareasawhereayouamayaneedatoareviewaoradeepenayouraunder

standing 

 

 

 

 

 

aaaaaCHECKaYOURaPROGRESS: 



1. Whataisathearoleaofaaareporterainajournalism,aandawhyaisaitaimportant? 

2. Whataareasomeaofatheaethicalaprinciplesathataguideareporters,aandahowadoatheyaa

pplyatoanews-gatheringaandareporting? 

3. Describeatheaprocessaofagatheringainformationaforaaanewsastory,aincludingatheaim

portanceaofaconductingainterviewsaandadoingaresearch. 

4. Whataareasomeaofatheakeyaelementsaofaclear,aaccurate,aandaengaginganewsawritin

g,aandawhyaareatheyaimportant? 

5. Howahaveasocialamediaaandadigitalatoolsaimpactedamodernajournalism,aandawhata

areasomeaofatheaimplicationsaforareporters? 

6. Provideaanaexampleaofaaahigh-

qualityanewsastoryathatademonstratesathearesponsibilitiesaandaimpactaofagoodajour

nalism. 

7. Whataareasomeaofatheaethicaladilemmasathatareportersamayaencounter,aandahowac

anatheyanavigateathemawhileaupholdingajournalisticastandards? 

8. Describeathearesponsibilitiesaofadifferentatypesaofareporters,asuchaasainvestigativea

reportersaorabeatareporters. 

Theseacheckaprogressaquestionsacanahelpayouaassessayouraunderstandingaofatheakeyaconc

eptsaandaideasainathisachapter,aandaevaluateayouraabilityatoaapplyathemainapractice. 
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LESSON NO.4 

REPORTING: WORKING ON A BEAT 

OBJECTIVES: 

• This chapter defines and explain the various types of reporting in journalism: The 

chapter should aim to provide a comprehensive explanation of the different types of 

reporting, such as news reporting, investigative reporting, feature writing, sports 

reporting, and editorial writing, among others. 

• It describes the characteristics of each type of reporting: The chapter will provide an 

overview of the specific characteristics and requirements of each type of reporting, 

such as the need for accuracy, objectivity, and clarity in news reporting, and the 

importance of narrative and storytelling in feature writing. 

• It will discuss the role and significance of each type of reporting in journalism: The 

chapter will aim to explain the relevance and importance of each type of reporting in 

the field of journalism, such as how investigative reporting can expose corruption and 

hold people in power accountable, and how feature writing can provide a deeper 

understanding of complex issues and human experiences. 

• It will highlight examples of effective reporting in each type: The chapter will provide 

examples of successful reporting in each type, to illustrate how the different types of 

reporting can be used to produce high-quality journalism and inform and engage 

audiences. 

• It will encourage critical thinking about the strengths and limitations of each type of 

reporting: The chapter will aim to foster critical thinking about the different types of 

reporting, including their strengths and limitations, and to encourage readers to 



consider which types of reporting might be most appropriate for different topics or 

situations. 

• It will provide practical guidance for aspiring journalists: The chapter will aim to 

provide practical guidance for aspiring journalists on how to approach each type of 

reporting, including tips on research, interviewing, writing, and ethical considerations. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Journalism is a vital component of modern society that plays a critical role in providing 

information to the public. Reporting is an essential element of journalism, and it refers to the 

process of gathering and presenting information in a journalistic context. The types of 

reporting in journalism can vary significantly, depending on the nature of the story, the 

medium, and the intended audience. In this chapter, we will explore the different types of 

reporting in journalism and examine their purposes, techniques, and applications. Reporting 

on a beat involves covering a specific topic or area of interest, such as politics, sports, 

business, or education. As a beat reporter, you're responsible for staying up-to-date with the 

latest news and developments in your area, developing sources, and producing content that 

informs and engages your audience. We will delve into the various approaches used in news 

reporting, such as investigative, feature, opinion, and breaking news, among others. We will 

also explore the importance of accuracy, fairness, and ethics in journalistic reporting, as well 

as the challenges that reporters face in their work. Whether you are a professional journalist 

or a student of journalism, understanding the different types of reporting is essential for 

effective communication and storytelling. By the end of this chapter, you will have a better 

understanding of the various types of reporting in journalism and their impact on the media 

landscape 

. 



TYPES OF REPORTING:  

Reporting is not a child's play. It is a herculean task. It is hard nut to crack. It demands high 

degree of amicability and extrovert Ness. It is basically a continuous ongoing process of 

collecting, digging, deriving, excavating, probing facts from the concerned beats on the 

strength of personal contacts and reaches of a reporter. And here deadline is to a reporter what 

headline is to a sub-editor. Reporters are the eyes and ears of media and has to follow and re-

follow an uphill task and finally submit the story before it is dead, i.e., "To submit the story 

before the deadline, else the story is dead". Again, in the previous lesson, we have 

comprehensively discussed political reporting, economic reporting, crime reporting and 

science reporting. In this lesson, we will systematically discuss sports reporting, cultural 

reporting, legislature reporting, disaster reporting and accident reporting one by one. 

SPORTS REPORTING: 

This reporting is one of the most demanding segments of journalism. It relates to the news 

gathering and writing relating to games and sports. It may be an indoor game like chess, table 

tennis, carom, badminton, etc. And it may be an outdoor game like hockey, football, cricket, 

volley ball, etc. Earlier sports were getting only half page coverage. But presently it is getting 

almost two-page space in many of the English dailies. This is one of the most popular types 

of news specially among youth. A study reveals that the percentage of boys as compared to 

girls reading/listening/viewing/using sports news is even more. Sports news and activities get 

a respectable and remarkable coverage these days, especially due to its popularity, prevalence 

and prominence. Whatever may be the category of media, sports news is omnipotent and 

omnipresent. As far as newspapers are concerned, the coverage of sport moved from half-

page to one full page and its challenging trend is that today there are several newspapers 

(especially English as stated earlier also) which are giving at least two-page space to sports 



news. We have an independent sport daily published from USA called 'The National'. But we 

in India don't have a trend of sports dailies unlike economic dailies. However, we have 

countless number of sports magazines Like 'Sports World', 'Sports Today', 'Sports Week', 

'Sports Star', 'Sport and Pastime', 'Wisden Asia Cricket', 'Bhartiya Kusti Patrika', 'Cricket 

Today', 'A Guide to Tennis Lover', 'Golf Digest India', 'Sports Business', 'ESPN The Magazine 

La Polo International', 'Slam: A Great Basketball', 'Runner World', 'World Soccer ', 'Khel 

Jagat', 'Cricket Samrat', 'Sports Zone' And 'Khel Today'. Digital media are not lagging behind 

as far as sports news is concerned. Sports news covers both indoor and outdoor games 

including sports controversies, debates, corruption, etc. Indoor games like Table Tennis, 

Badminton, Wrestling, Carom, Chess, etc. are very famous. Whereas outdoor games like 

cricket, football, hockey, Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, etc. are the regular trends and features. Over 

excessive coverage to the game cricket despite not being our national game, has always 

remained a debatable issue as far as media analysis vis-à-vis sports news is concerned. 

This type of reporting does not follow the established 'Inverted Pyramid Rule'. This is 

because victory becomes the main lead. Scores are the second most important part. But it 

goes at the end. The narration of say for example 'India winning the toss, started to bat first'. 

Then it's commentary in the sequence of batting order becomes the middle of the story. Here 

is a kind of break of 'inverted pyramid style'. The language and the style of writing a sports 

news is also quite different from general writing of a news report.  

Thus, sports reporting is different in structure, style and presentation. And a sports reporter 

must be acquainted with these aspects. He must be aware of different structure, style and 

presentation of sports news. Moreover, he should have been keen interest in games and 

sports. He cannot be in university or college level player in all the games and sports. But he 

must have devotions in understanding the basics of the games and sports which he is 

covering. 



CULTURAL REPORTING: 

This type of reporting includes cultural functions of schools, colleges, universities, and other 

academic institutions or cultural events taking place in any government, semi-government, 

and non-government organisations. Sometimes villagers for their own entertainment perform 

some recreational activities, which comes under the jurisdiction of cultural reporting. It 

covers festivals, Independence Day, Republic Day, obituaries and anniversaries of great men, 

etc. Generally, the obituaries and anniversaries of great towering personalities are celebrated 

at many places which are followed by cultural events. 

A reporter while covering cultural events of any kind must have keen interest in such events. 

But he should not get lost in cultural events in the process of entertainment and recreation. He 

should not dance on the stage as sometimes the audience also joins the stage dancing in 

extreme circumstances. As a serious journalist towards his duties and responsibilities, he must 

note down all the activities, specialities of different activities. He must be keen in collecting a 

few most newsy, entertaining and attractive pictures of the event. At the eve, he must meet 

the cultural secretary, check, cross-check and multi-check correct names of the participants, 

chief guest, important persons on the dias. He should be pre-acquainted with such 

programmes and must join such programmes as a reporter with homework. 

During the event, he should be alert and keep an eye on anything special which comes in 

between. Again, the language and style of a cultural reporting becomes a little bit different. 

He must be acquainted with specific words often used during the cultural programmes, 

events, gatherings, etc. He may break the traditional 'inverted pyramid style' if he thinks it 

should be written or presented in a creative style. He may use his freedom of expression, 

style, language and structure. Say for example, if the cultural reporter thinks that the event 

should be written in the form of featured news. He may combine a few elements of feature 



writing like entertainment, recreation, jokes, liveliness, etc. Or if he thinks that writing a news 

feature is more suitable than featured news, he may do so. Again, he may mix his views at the 

end, if it gives some extra life to the story. A news analysis or interpretative reporting or a 

backgrounder is generally avoided in cultural reporting. 

Cultural reporting is generally assigned to cub reporters who are inexperienced, new to the 

field or trainee reporter. In that case, he must consult his senior in the office before using any 

sort of extra liberty. It is not his discretion to make it a featured news or news feature. But he 

can question his immediate chief (whom he is answerable), should we make it a news 

feature? Should we make it a featured news story to make it livelier and more entertaining? 

Or should we mix our views also? If yes, then in what way? In the beginning as a cap intro? 

Or at the end without influencing the objectivity of the news story, especially when your 

senior prevents or the policy of the newspaper does not allow which your senior is already 

well acquainted with. 

Thus, a cultural reporter, especially when he is cub, inexperienced, new, trainee, he must 

study the event, come with the homework, note down all the relevant points, check, cross-

check with the organization about the facts and figures and must consult his senior before 

taking any liberty of use of extra creativity or innovation. But in journalism, the deadline of a 

story is the most vital in which sometimes he is not in a position to consult his senior. Then 

he should play a safe game and follow the basic standard principles of reporting already 

prescribed. Despite being neophyte, he must try to smell the policy and style sheet of his 

newspaper. For that the easiest method is to go back, and read the old newspapers seriously, 

say at least of a month or so. Despite the fact that cultural reporting is not so risky like 

political reporting, yet on very rare occasion it makes a controversy. For example, in one of 

the recent events when Lord Krishna spoke some modern dialogue about romance, it made a 

big controversy by the readers. It was reported by a cub reporter. 



Hence, in some of the sensitive issues like God, religion, susceptibility, superstition, 

orthodoxy, conservativeness of the audience, etc. The cultural reporter must keep an eye on 

and do the required extra effort following the golden rules and murphy laws of reporting. 

LEGISLATURE REPORTING: 

It is a very important issue and generally incorporates some controversies. This type of 

reporting relates to legislative activities and is mostly covered by senior reporters/ 

correspondent, special correspondent, chief of the bureau, etc. A reporter must know the 

rules, regulations and procedures of legislature assembly, since members of the legislative 

assembly are the law maker of the state. 

The rules, regulations and procedures of legislative assembly are almost similar to that of 

parliament. During inter-session periods, there are conferences of presiding officers of all the 

houses which are presided over by the speaker of the assembly. This makes rules, regulations 

and procedures of the assembly more or less uniform. This type of reporting is, therefore, 

considered to be an important and significant feature of parliamentary democracy. Here, the 

Vidhan Sabha and the Vidhan Parishad are called legislature. Legislative literally means that 

which legislates or frames laws. It seriously involves reporting the routine proceedings of 

these bodies. This task of reporting generally incorporates a variety of activities of a 

legislature. This also includes the complexities of a legislature and debates on subject of 

public importance. For example, if a state government wants to bring, a new press bill, the 

government will take it to the legislature for comprehensive debates and discussion. The state 

government may initiate a public debate first and then may bring it to the assembly step by 

step. That is to say that legislative reporters despite being senior and experienced persons 

must have some knowledge of quick noting or shorthand. It often involves jotting down 

extremely copious notes of speeches made by ministers and members in both the house of 



legislature. The exact words or quotes from the mouth of the chief minister or ministers or 

members must be noted for credibility specially in crucial sensitive issues. Here, the 

knowledge of noting down or short hand is considered to be very important because the 

reporter is not allowed to record the proceedings electronically either with his mobile or with 

extra tape recorder. Here, it is important to mention that the Indian constitution provides a 

bicameral legislative assembly and the council, i.e., the Vidhan Sabha and the Vidhan 

Parishad. As per the law, the assembly in the state is equivalent to that of the Lok Sabha and 

the council is equivalent to that of the Rajya Sabha. In India, there are a few states which 

have the Vidhan Sabha, but not the Vidhan Parishad. Conclusively, other than the basics of 

skilled and advanced reporting, a reporter must be fully acquainted with the right privileges, 

immunities and amenities bestowed on the honourable members of both the houses. Without 

this a legislative reporter can't work smoothly and confidently, however senior or experienced 

he may be 

DISASTER REPORTING: 

This type of reporting is executed by professionally expert reporters who minutely and 

meticulously examine community disaster mitigation and preparedness, providing disaster 

warnings, whenever possible, writing new stories on disasters, and facilitating community 

disaster recovery and resilience. 

Here, examining community disaster mitigation and preparedness includes the watchdog 

function and planning approach of disaster reporter. Again they (reporter) facilitate 

community disaster recovery and resilience by dint of fostering community dialogue called 

'form', building connections and help develop community narratives. As we all know that 

there may be nature-made disaster as well as man-made disaster. Both these types of disaster 

pose a significant risk to the human health and well-being of the people. Disaster reporting 



has to constantly and continuously communicate all such aspects as communication is an 

essential aspect of disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. 

Thus, disaster reporters have a vital role to play in protecting the lives of the people and 

reducing the severe damages and intolerable harms. 

ACCIDENT REPORTING: 

This is again treated as skilled and advanced reporting. This type of reporting prescribes 

methods and practices for reporting, inquiring, digging, probing, and investigating accidents 

that can be read and understood by all stakeholders including managers, supervisors and 

employees. 

As we all know that sometimes accidents become unavoidable due to human or system error. 

Even animals and birds also cause accidents. In road accidents, cows, buffalos, oxes, dogs, 

and donkeys all play vital role. In the night, these animals disturb the highway driving in the 

dark. These animals start running on the highway and their turns are uncertain. They are also 

in sleepy and semi-sleepy moods, especially in the night and their behaviours are uncertain. 

Some drivers are also drunk, and sleepy in the night leading to severe accidents. 

 

Further, this type of reporting identifies any unsafe conditions, acts or procedures which may 

have caused injuries and harms to the worker and prevent others from being injured in the 

same manner. 

 

Thus, accident reporting is a continuous process of organized and systematic facts collections 

and analysis relating to an accident which led to the loss and damage of the property, time or 

health of the sufferers and sometimes even loss of our precious lives. Since it is a systematic, 



scientific, evaluative and academic analysis of the facts, hence it should be handled with 

extreme care. That is to say that reporting expertise of senior and experienced journalists is 

required here to mitigate the heavy public loss. 

TRAVELOGUE REPORTING: 

travelogue is an individual’s account of journey to another city, town or place. It may be 

written report with factual details. It may also be a narrative story about personal impressions 

and experiences supported by images. Since it is reported like an essay, so it is often called 

travelogue writing instead of travelogue reporting. Hence, we may consider it as descriptive 

or narrative form of reporting. 

A travelogue highlights the living style, culture, civilization and heritage prevailing the place 

of travel. While reporting the intro or lead of a travelogue, you may provide some background 

about the place or city or town you are writing about and also describe your travelling 

conditions. Introduce the rare information’s or eventual facts you want to convey to your 

reader based on the recordings and notes you have jotted down during your travel of the 

place. 

Travel in itself is a very big education. It is basically an experience that leads to an extreme 

form of learning. Travelogues are also very instrumental in perceiving the people of a place 

and their pursuits, their philosophy of life and their concerns, their lifestyles, plans, pleasures 

and sorrows. 

Travel in itself is a very big education. It is basically an experience that leads to an extreme 

form of learning. Travelogues are also very instrumental in perceiving the people of a place 

and their pursuits, their philosophy of life and their concerns, their lifestyles, plans, pleasures 

and sorrows. 



Travel reporting is a genre which is becoming increasingly popular. There are a variety of 

travelogue. It can be in the form of an article or a feature or a book, or a blog, or a diary or a 

journal or a podcast or a lecture or a narrated slide show or in virtually every written or 

spoken form of creation. There are number of examples of travelogues online in the form of 

"travel blogs". But all such travel blogs cannot be described as travelogues in true sense. This 

is mainly because of the fact that some of the reporters or writers are less concerned with 

giving personal accounts of their own experiences traveling than capturing internet search 

traffic by providing tips, suggestions, guidelines, experiences and observations about travel. 

A traveling for entertainment and recreation must follow certain important tips:  

1. The city or the town or the place chosen for travel must be in accordance with the weather 

condition.  

2. The place must be in accordance with my budget.  

3. The stay place or hotel or guest house must be suitable and again in accordance with the 

budget.  

4. The food and water must be suitable or adjustable else it can cause many health-related 

issues leading to the sabotage of the entire travel plan.  

5. There must be safety and security at the place of visit.  

While reporting travel and tourism, generally there are some issues relating to above five 

points. And in the news report such issues should not be mixed despite the fact that the travel 

was full of pleasure, entertainment, recreation, education, experience, cultural exchange and 

exposure, purchases of useful and relevant items, gifts for friends, relatives and neighbours. 

Thus, the purpose of a travel reporting is to justify the purpose of the tour and the money that 

was spent. If the tour has been completed with minimum time, minimum energy, minimum 



cost, minimum resources then it will be described as effective tour or travel or trip. And this 

must be incorporated in the travel reporting with the fullest description and narration. Finally, 

this type of report should be completed with a brief summary of overall experience, including 

reasons why others would wish to visit the location of narration. 

OBITUARY REPORTING: 

It is a news story or news feature or sometimes even news article about recently deceased 

person. Though obituary reporting tries and tends to focus on the positive aspects of the 

subjects' life including the major achievements, awards and contributions. In the words of 

Nigel Farmdale, the Obituaries Editor of "The Times", "Obituaries should be life affirming 

rather than gloomy but they should also be opinionated, leaving the reader with a strong sense 

of whether the subject lived a good life or bad; whether they were right or wrong in the 

heading of their public affairs. 

 

Now a glaring question arises as to how to report an obituary. Again, like travel reporting, it 

is a description or narration of a news events. First of all, this type of report must announce 

the death with date, time, place, reason of death and who are left behind the person and his 

major responsibilities. Second, it must recount the ins and outs of their life with descriptive 

approach. Third, it must include the deep relations and liabilities towards the surviving family 

members. Fourth, the obituary reporter may add a special message or poem. Fifth, the 

reporter must choose a suitable obituary picture or any other visual depiction. Last but not the 

least important is that it must include the comprehensive details about the funeral or the 

memorial. 

Now a glaring question arises as to how to report an obituary. Again, like travel reporting, it 

is a description or narration of a news events. First of all, this type of report must announce 



the death with date, time, place, reason of death and who are left behind the person and his 

major responsibilities. Second, it must recount the ins and outs of their life with descriptive 

approach. Third, it must include the deep relations and liabilities towards the surviving family 

members. Fourth, the obituary reporter may add a special message or poem. Fifth, the 

reporter must choose a suitable obituary picture or any other visual depiction. Last but not the 

least important is that it must include the comprehensive details about the funeral or the 

memorial. 

Intro or lead or first paragraph should include:  

1. On (day, date), (full name of deceased) of (city of residence) passed away at the age of…. 

years  

2. The family of (full name of deceased) is saddened to announce his/ her passing  

3. It is with deep sorrow and much love that we mourn the passing of 'x'.  

4. It is with profound sadness that the family of 'x' announce his/ her peaceful passing on 

(day, date) at the age of …. years.  

The second paragraph should include the followings:  

1. He/ She will be lovingly remembered by his/ her husband, children, grandchildren and 

other relatives.  

2. He/ She will be dearly missed by her friends at the …. (Name of the group/ organization)  

The third and fourth paragraph will be optional depending upon the situation and 

circumstances of the deceased. 

The fifth paragraph will include the following: 



1. A visitation/ prayer service will be held at (time), on (day, date) at the location and address 

of funeral home.  

2. A memorial service will be held at a later date.  

The sixth and seventh paragraph will be optional depending upon the situations and 

circumstances of the deceased. 

The following is a sample of fictitious example of obituary reporting:  

It is with extremely great sadness that the family of Ajmer Singh Asthana announces his 

sudden passing away on Monday, 24th October, 2022 at the age of 66.  

Asthana will be lovingly remembered by her wife of 60 years, Mrs. Sheetal Asthana, 

children, Bikku and Kikku, grandchildren, Rinku and Dinku and many other family members 

and friends.  

A prayer service will be held on 26th October, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at Pandit Deen Dayal 

Upadhyay Religious centre, Khagodia (Bihar). 

CONFERENCE REPORTING: 

Such reporting is news of inauguration, technical sessions and valedictory. It also includes a 

critical analysis based on so many papers presented by various experts.  

As we all know that a conference is based on comprehensive discussions, deliberations and 

exchange of views. It may vary from regional to national and national to international. It is 

generally reported in following manner: 

First, a list of names, positions and organisations of all attendees.  

Second, pay attention and note down every point and issue in details.  

Third, observe the conference agenda and record whether there is any derivation from the 

agenda.  



Fourth, write the report in an audience friendly language, style, format and structure. 

 

For example, follow inverted pyramid style as far as it is possible. Also follow 5 Ws and one 

H. Then look at 7 Cs technique. And finally follow the golden rules and murphy laws 

(explained in earlier lesson) to the best possible extent.  

Fifth, write the report with the fullest possible objectivity so that it may not appear biased or 

one- sided.  

Thus maintain the ultimate thumb rule of reporting, i.e., factuality, accuracy, balance, 

fairness, reliability, authenticity, validity etc 

SEMINAR REPORTING: 

A seminar is a gathering or meeting of intellectuals of same or related subject. They interact, 

discuss deliberate and present their comprehensive ideas. It is relatively smaller than 

conferences. It sometimes also takes the shape of a workshop where exercises and 

assignments are also done. A seminar may be disciplinary or interdisciplinary, but a 

conference may be multi- disciplinary and transdisciplinary in nature. Though seminar and 

workshop are also minutely different, yet sometimes they are put together called Seminar-

cum-workshop. A seminar is less formal and is a form of an audience institution or offered by 

a commercial or professional organisation. 

Seminar reporting is very similar to conference reporting. But as explained, a seminar is 

minute, meticulous, having smaller thematic jurisdiction. Its reporting technique also follows 

the similar techniques of that of a conference reporting. 

Hence, its reporting takes care of the following steps: 



First, a list of all participants, paper presenters, chairpersons and co-chairpersons of technical 

sessions, key note speaker, chief guest, presiding officer, etc. is prepared. 

Second, know the theme and sub- themes of all the technical sessions. 

Third, collect most of the hand-outs, attend sessions and note down points and issues in 

detail. 

Fourth, write the report……. 

And at the end, factuality, accuracy, balance, objectivity, fairness, reliability, authenticity, 

validity etc. must be taken care here also like any other form of reporting. 

HUMAN INTEREST STORIES: 

Human interest reporting is popularly known as human interest stories. It includes human 

interest news, human interest feature, human interest news feature and human interest 

featured news. 

Human interest stories are those in which man is directly involved in the interesting event. 

For example, somebody eating glass, somebody eating snakes or irons, bee hub in the beard 

of a saint etc. 

Such events can be presented in the form of hard news or in the form of a soft news or news 

feature or featured news or news analysis or backgrounder as far as human interests are 

concerned. 

Earlier interpretation and opinion were areas reserved for editorial columns. But now 

interpretation has become an integral part of reporter's duty. He not only collects and reports 

the facts, but also adds 



explanation or interpretation wherever necessary. Here views or comments or interpretation 

are mixed based on the available news. This is a welcome step. But if it is other way round, 

then it is a curse. 

In human interest stories, human interest is the prime content. They deal with ordinary 

persons in extra-ordinary circumstances. They touch the heart and the soul of the audience 

and appeal to his emotions. When human interest stories are written in the form of a news 

feature, then its news value content is lower as compared to hard news. Backgrounders, 

situations and story describing 'how' of an event come in this category of features. When 

Charles Sobhraj and David Hall were arrested in Gia, the following news feature issued by 

PTI was carried by several newspapers (Shrivastav: 2000): 

AS DRAMATIC AS THE ESCAPE 

MUMBAI, April 7(PTI): 'Is this the way, you treat innocent foreigners?' Was how the ace 

criminal Charles Sobhraj reacted when the special squad of the Bombay police closed in on 

him and associate David Hall at the 'O Coqueiro' restaurant and bar at Purvorium…………. 

The above example is only the headline and the lead of the story. Here also the human being 

'Charlea Sobhraj' is the directly involved and is the main content. Hence, it is a human-

interest story which can be categorised as news feature 

Similarly in the featured news category of human-interest stories, the hard news content with 

the news value is higher than that of a news feature. 

Now let us give one more example of human-interest story in the form of an anniversary 

feature. These who specialise in anniversary feature are called 'Calendar journalists'. That is 

to say that even this type of feature can have a human-interest angle, which can be 

exemplified with the following human interest news story published in the ''Indian Express". 



WILL HER DREAMS DIE YOUNG 

By Vichitra Sharma 

NEW DELHI, March 7: Freedom, equality, justice is words 'Kunni' does not understand. Her 

quest in the life is to break loose from the shackles of economic drudgery. 

"Yes, I too have dreams. Lots of dreams", she says face lighting up. Just a fleeting glimpse of 

sheer joy in the midst of poverty, humiliation, dirt and starvation. 

"Dreams for my children, for myself and my husband." There is a long pause. "But there is no 

day or night for us. It's an endless span of anxiety and despondence. 

The above is just a part of the story to better understand human interest story. The same story 

was published by 'The Times of India' with a different heading: "Horror of Poverty Keeps Her 

Haunting". 

 

Again, human interest stories may be written in the form of light or entertaining features 

which may or may not have a news peg. They are meant for entertainment. Middles appearing 

in several daily papers are examples of this kind of feature. 

  

Further, human interest stories also deal with personalities which are relevant, significant or 

interesting. Such features should be high in human interest content. Obituaries also come 

under this category. 

Thus, human interest reporting is quite different from other news story and a rare combination 

of news, feature, article, featured news, news feature, news analysis, backgrounder, situations, 

story describing 'how', etc. 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING:  

This type of reporting is one of the fastest emerging areas of journalism and mass 

communication. This is mainly because environmental issues like natural distortion, noise 

pollution, water pollution, air pollution, ozone hole etc are one of the most challenging issues 

of society today. As a result, the environment is coming up as an independent beat and 

separate area of reporting. This type of reporting mainly pertains to the preparation, 

presentation and communication related to an organization's interaction with the natural 

environment. This is the most commonly related to self-reporting by organization despite the 

fact that reporting about other organisation by government agencies and several other 

independent entities, non-governmental bodies and pressure groups turns out to be a 

significant pressure for environmental accountability. 

There are mainly three types of environmental reporting: (1) Internal Executive Reporting, (2) 

Public Sustainability Reporting and (3) Shareholder Environmental Reporting. 

(1) Internal Executive Reporting: This offers a general view of environmental outputs. It 

gives a superficial picture of what the business compliance situation is and alerts all of them 

to the emerging environmental issues. 

(2) Public Sustainability Reporting: This is fast becoming status quo for big and small 

business and is a great way of showering off all the hard work your company is putting into 

being seriously more environmentally responsible. This type of reporting gets presented to the 

public which identifies corporate sustainability goals and not just what has been achieved so 

far. 

(3) Shareholder Environmental Reporting: In this type of reporting, shareholders and other 

key decision makers are primarily interested which may be different from the factual data 

collected by the regulators. Shareholders are generally not interested in getting the exact 



quantity of greenhouse gas emissions which the processes released this year as compared to 

last year. 

The main purpose of this type of reporting is that they can make informed decisions about 

natural resource management and set environmental policy. Moreover, this reporting helps us 

in understanding whether policy initiatives or environmental management approaches are 

efficient and effective over the period of time.  

While writing environmental report, the basic principles of reporting as discussed earlier are 

followed as this is not treated as purely science or semi-science reporting. 

HEALTH REPORTING: 

It relates to a variety curable and chronic diseases. This area of reporting is not as simple as it 

appears to be. It is a complex, cumbersome and complicated beat to cover. It needs a 

judicious balance of subject knowledge, research and sensitivity. When you are covering 

health news, you will be disseminating 

information which will not just affect the general public but also medical professionals and 

even the government. As we all know that health is a very important and relevant part of 

government policy making and policy makers often depend on information, they receive from 

professional media persons. 

Since health reporting is a very sensitive issue, so it should be handled with fullest care. 

There is a huge chunk of health-related information in the public domain. But all of them are 

not reliable and credible. A lot of eventual facts may be speculative and erroneous. Hence, it 

becomes the bounden duty of a health reporter to be minute, meticulous, sensitive, objective 

and fair. Health reporting are of various types which are as follows 

(1) Business-oriented health reporting  

(2) Consumer health-related reporting  



(3) Corruption, paid news and unethical health reporting  

(4) Disease outbreaks related reporting  

(5) Drugs and disease related reporting  

(6) Health influencing reporting  

(7) Health infrastructure related health reporting  

(8) Health policy related reporting  

(9) Public and community health reporting 

Thus, health reporting is so vital, sensitive, speculated and challenging that it should be 

handled with utmost care. It should not be taken casually or lightly. Generally, for a cub 

reporter, things will appear extremely complex and complicated to comprehend. 

Hence, it is extremely difficult or almost impossible for a health reporter to convert the raw 

information into an easily understandable message without the knowledge of ins and outs of 

the sensitivity of the issue. Such reports should be written in crystal clear language and style 

so that a common reader should easily grasp and comfortably understand the health news. 

The reporter must be very well aware of health procedures, terms and terminologies. In such 

sensitive matters, the reporter must check, cross-check and multi-check before finally 

submitting the story. All other styles, structures, rules, regulations, steps, etc. (as discussed 

comprehensively in previous lessons) must also be strictly followed for health reporting in 

addition to the precautionary measures discussed above 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING: 

Almost every news requires some investigation in an absolute sense. But when we talk of 

investigative reporting in a specific sense, it involves some major government development or 

big business or multinational company or corporation or some prominent political party or 

politician or some mafia king or other gangs indulged in illegal activities on large scale 



influencing the government. In this type of reporting, the journalist deeply investigates a 

single issue of social interest. It is a master detective angle which requires a lot of preparation 

and planning. In such reporting, the journalist tries to dive deep into the facts, digs, excavates, 

probes and unveil matters that are concealed either intentionally by someone in a portion of 

power, or inadvertently, behind a chaotic mass of situations and circumstances. It analyses 

and exposes all important, useful and relevant facts to the public. 

Media professor Steve Weinberg defines investigative as "Reporting through one's own 

initiative and work product, matters of importance to readers, viewers or listeners. Noted 

journalist Arun Shourie defines it as "When someone somewhere is trying to hide something 

that is news. All other things are advertisements.” 

Media theorist Hugo De Burgh defines it, "An investigative journalist is a man or woman 

whose profession is to discover the truth and to identify lapses from it in whatever media may 

be available. The act of doing this generally is called investigative journalism and is distinct 

from apparently similar work done by police, lawyers, auditors and regulatory bodies, not 

legally founded and closely connected to publicity." 

Hence, primarily investigative reporting is exposing corruption in the field of politics or 

economy or society or education or religion or sports etc. Hence it requires courage, 

confidence, patience, perseverance, a sense of justice and commitment to the higher values of 

life. It is a long assignment and may take months or even more to get a story. It tells how 

powerful people promote nepotism, how the government conspires, how ministers grab and 

squander funds, how the high ranked officials deny promotions of the meritorious juniors, and 

above all how people suppress important facts. 

Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein were two cub reporters of the Washington Post in the 

USA. They exposed the US President Richard Nixon in "Watergate Scandal". It is considered 



to be one of the biggest scandals of the world. This scandal stemmed from then US 

President's continuous efforts to cover up its involvement in the 17th June, 1972 break-in of 

the Democratic National Committee headquarters at Washington, D.C. As a result, an 

impeachment process against the US President Nicon started The Nixon White House tapes 

exposed him that he conspired to conceal the activities and later tried to use federal officials 

to deflect the investigation. And ultimately President Nixon was impeached and had to quit 

his office, thanks to the initiatives by two cub reporters. In this process, 69 officials were 

indicted and 48 officials who were top officials of US President Nixon's administration were 

convicted. 

Yet another Indian example of scandals of Tihar Central Jail. Aswini Sarin was a reporter, 

when Arun Shourie was the executive editor of The Indian Express, in which the newspaper 

pulled off a smart journalistic coup which exposed a sordid flesh trade. He smelled some deep 

corruption in the jail after interacting with some released women prisoners, who hinted him 

that "If go inside the jail, then only you can understand and feel the entire problems." Then 

Ashwin committed a crime, bought a young girl called Kamla with pre-understand and got 

himself arrested in the Tihar Central jail. He investigated and started the process. Arun 

Shourie and Ashwani Sarin worked secretly and neither the employer of Indian Express 

Ramnath Goenka nor the wife of Aswani called Uma knew what was cooking in the Press. 

Arun Shourie was of the view that the Express wants to fight it out till the last, and this was 

the main motive behind the story. Shourie realised that since the matter was so sensitive that a 

straight story would not have the necessary impact. Hence, a deep investigation was needed. 

Shourie opined, "We will ask the court if law can be broken for a legitimate investigation and 

afterwards approach the court with a request to initiate steps to mitigate the evil laid bare by 

the investigation and thereby enlarge the scope of citizen rights. 



Yet another investigation was carried out by Indian Express under the leadership of Arun 

Shourie. And that is "Bhagalpur blinding case". This time Arun Shourie assigned this task to 

another reporter from Bihar called 'Arun Sinha' who laid bare the horror of Bhagalpur 

blindings, which led to the PIL and flared up like a fire. It is important to mention here that 

most of the reporters feel that it is not worth exploring a severely dangerous situation to come 

out with such stories. But both Ashwani Sarin and Arun Sinha did get cash awards for their 

initiatives and received a lot of public applause. 

Yet another example of investigative reporting of cement factory scandal by then Chief 

Minister of Maharashtra Mr Abdul Rahman Antulay. This was also initiated by Arun Shourie 

and his team from the Indian Express. Antulay had to battle a prolonged court case following 

the famous cement factory scandal that ultimately led to his exit from such a coveted post and 

also marked the decline of his political career in Maharashtra. 

There are many such latest examples of investigative reporting like "Farmer oppose land 

acquisition for project" (By B.S. Malik, The Tribune, Chandigarh), "He finds abuse of 

Power" (By Saurabh Malik, The Tribune, Chandigarh), "Mining contractor being favoured: 

Kiran" (By Arun Sharma, The Tribune, 

Chandigarh), forest officials put onus on other departments (By Surender Dhiman, The 

Tribune, Chandigarh) and nailing the Aravalli lie (By Neha Dixit, Tehelka, 21 March, 2009). 

INTERPRETATIVE REPORTING: 

This type of reporting is based on insight, hindsight and foresight. Here the reporters give the 

readers the background of the events, the inner layer of the story and describe the probability 

of the consequences. This type of a reporting requires a reporter to go beyond the routine and 

surficial fundamentals of events and provide a more in-depth report. 



Lester Markel, Editor of The Sunday New York Times defines interpretative reporting as " It 

is reporting news depth with care, news refreshed with background materials to make it 

comprehensive and meaningful. It is objective judgement based on background knowledge of 

a situation or appraisal of an event which are essential part of news 

William Turner Catledge, Editor of The New York Times defines it as, "it is giving the 

reading public accurate information as fully as the importance of any story dictates". 

Brant Houson, Executive Director of Investigative Reporters and Editors defined it as "it goes 

beyond the basic facts of an event or topic to provide context, analysis and possible 

consequences". 

Curtis D. MacDongall in his pioneering book 'Interpretative Reporting' writes that when the 

first world war broke out, most of the people of the United States were taken aback. Their 

surprise knew no bounds. They were not in a position to explain its causes. This led to the 

variation in the trend and style of reporting. As a result, when the second world war took 

place in 1939, a large number of people in the United States expected it or at least knew it 

was likely to take place. 

In India also, the frequency of interpretative reporting has gone up tremendously especially 

after the advent of television channels and social/digital media. An interpretative reporter 

must not be confined to his own discipline. Instead of being disciplinary in nature, he should 

be interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, and trans-disciplinary. Hence, he should be very well 

acquainted with social sciences 

In India also, the frequency of interpretative reporting has gone up tremendously especially 

after the advent of television channels and social/digital media. An interpretative reporter 

must not be confined to his own discipline. Instead of being disciplinary in nature, he should 



be interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, and trans-disciplinary. Hence, he should be very well 

acquainted with social sciences 

He must realise that such reporting is not an isolated incident, but an inevitable link to a chain 

of events. He should not be rigid, orthodox, conservative, superstitious, biased, or stereotype 

and should not adversely affect his intelligent perception and professional capability. 

DEVELOPMENT REPORTING: 

Development is a continuous process of qualitative and quantitative change in a positive 

direction. And development reporting is that which not only highlights as to how much 

development has taken place, but also persuades and motivates the government to participate 

in developmental activities. This type of reporting involves writing about programmes and 

policies and the resulting economic change. It is a type of reporting and writing on topics 

related to the process of economic development (Steele, 2009, p. 401). 

If we look at it in a broader perspective and wider spectrum, it not only includes economic 

growth or economic development. Other than economic development, it also includes social, 

political, educational, cultural, religious, spiritual, scientific, technological and 

environmental, etc. That is to say that it keeps an eye on overall growth in a balanced way. 

And such issues like economy, politics, society, education, culture, religion, spiritualism, 

science, technology, environment, etc are deeply interrelated, inter-linked, inter-connected, 

and inter-woven. 

Thus, this type of reporting should bring about overall awareness among readers, listeners, 

viewers, users, and audience of even traditional and alternative media. 

The concept of development is changing with the changing time. It also has different meaning 

in different countries. It is differently taken by people of different backgrounds. It is well said 



“what is the sauce for the goose may not be the sauce for the gander". What is food for the 

cat, may not be the food for the rat 

What was development in 60's may not be the same in this new millennium. In 60's , growth 

in agriculture was considered the only factor for development, while the same concept shifted 

from agriculture to industry. Then industrial development was emphasized. But in the new 

millennium, a lot of industries have largely polluted out environment and ecological system. 

Hence, experts now emphasize on controlling environmental pollution and ecological 

balances 

In this way, the concept of sustainable development emerged among journalists and media 

persons including reporters. This type of development talks of a development which is long-

lasting and stable and cares for the future generations. This includes health, education, art, 

literature, culture, social relations, family integration, rural re-orientation, and upliftment. 

Thus, a reporter has to minutely and meticulously understand all these issues, aspects, 

problems, their possible remedies, prospects and write story accordingly. Hence, reporting 

development is hard, difficult and challenging task. More so because this type of reporting 

gets very little space in almost all the media. 

FOLLOW UP: 

A follow-up is not required in a routine or generalized kind of a news item. There is a concept 

in journalism that a good reporter should follow a story till a solution comes or an action is 

executed also called "impact journalism". 

When the problem is serious, stable, long-lasting, and authorities are continuously turning a 

deaf ear, then follow-up is urgently required. Basically, a follow-up is to provide additional, 

missing, hidden, unexplored (earlier), amended additional or supplementary information. 

When a complete picture is created by the reporter, then even for the authorities, it becomes 



convenient to execute. In most cases, the authorities take action, when the problem is 

presented in a systematic, evaluative, comparative, objective and reliable manner. Thus, it is 

repeatedly reported if the event is unresolved, serious and unexpected. 

SUMMARY: 

Types of reporting in journalism refer to the various approaches that journalists use to report 

news stories. Here is a brief summary of the types of reporting covered in the chapter: 

• Breaking news: This type of reporting involves covering an event as it is happening, 

often providing updates in real-time. 

• Spot news: Spot news reporting is similar to breaking news but covers a broader range 

of stories, including crime, accidents, and disasters. 

• Investigative reporting: Investigative journalism involves in-depth research and 

reporting to uncover information about a specific topic or issue. 

• Feature writing: Feature writing focuses on storytelling and providing context and 

background information to a news story. 

• Specialized reporting: Specialized reporting covers specific fields such as sports, 

business, or science, and requires specialized knowledge and skills. 

• Multimedia reporting: Multimedia reporting uses a range of media, such as text, 

photos, video, and audio, to tell a story and engage readers. 

• Citizen journalism: Citizen journalism involves individuals reporting on events and 

sharing their experiences through social media and other platforms. 

The chapter emphasizes the importance of accuracy, impartiality, and ethics in reporting and 

highlights the need for reporters to be adaptable, skilled, and knowledgeable to succeed in the 

fast-paced field of journalism 
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SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTION: 

• What are the different types of reporting in journalism? 

• How does news reporting differ from feature reporting? 

• What are the key characteristics of investigative reporting? 

• How do opinion pieces differ from news articles? 

• What is the purpose of review reporting? 

• How does broadcast reporting differ from print reporting? 

• How does citizen journalism differ from traditional journalism? 

• What are the ethical considerations journalists must keep in mind while reporting? 

• How can journalists balance the need for accuracy with the need for speed? 

• What are some of the challenges facing journalists in the digital age when it comes to 

reporting? 



CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 

1. What are the different types of reporting in journalism? Provide brief explanations for 

each. 

2. How does news reporting differ from feature reporting? Give examples of each. 

3. What are the key characteristics of investigative reporting? Explain why this type of 

reporting is important. 

4. How do opinion pieces differ from news articles? Give examples of each. 

5. What is the purpose of review reporting? Give an example of a review article. 

6. How does broadcast reporting differ from print reporting? Discuss the advantages and 

disadvantages of each medium. 

7. What is citizen journalism, and how does it differ from traditional journalism? Give 

examples of citizen journalism in action. 

8. What are some ethical considerations that journalists must keep in mind while 

reporting? Give examples of situations where ethical dilemmas may arise. 

9. How can journalists balance the need for accuracy with the need for speed in their 

reporting? Discuss some strategies for ensuring accuracy in a fast-paced news 

environment. 

10. What are some of the challenges facing journalists in the digital age when it comes to 

reporting? Discuss how technology has changed the way news is reported and 

consumed. 

 

. 
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CHAPTER NO. 5 

TYPES OF WRITING 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

• Introducing the different forms of writing in journalism: The chapter will aim to 

provide an overview of the various types of writing that are commonly used in 

journalism, such as news reporting, feature writing, opinion pieces, investigative 

journalism, and more. 

• Exploring the purpose and characteristics of each type: The chapter will delve into the 

specific goals and features of each type of writing, including the tone, style, and 

structure commonly used in each. 

• Analysing examples of different types of writing: The chapter will provide examples 

of each type of writing to help readers understand how they are used in practice and to 

identify the key elements that make each type effective. 

• Providing tips for improving writing skills: The chapter will offer advice and tips for 

writers looking to improve their skills in different types of writing, such as how to 

write a compelling news story or how to craft a persuasive opinion piece. 

• Highlighting the importance of ethics in journalism: The chapter will emphasize the 

importance of ethical considerations in all types of journalism writing, such as 

accuracy, fairness, and transparency, and discuss how these principles apply to each 

type of writing. 

 

 



INTRODUCTION: 

Journalism is a field that encompasses a wide range of writing styles and formats. From hard-

hitting investigative reports to human interest features, from opinion pieces to news briefs, 

journalists use different types of writing to inform, engage, and persuade their audiences. 

Understanding the different types of writing in journalism is essential for aspiring journalists, 

as it allows them to develop the skills necessary to succeed in this field. In this chapter, we 

will explore the various types of writing in journalism, their purposes, characteristics, and 

audiences. We will examine examples of each type of writing, highlighting what makes them 

effective and how they are used in practice. We will also provide tips for improving writing 

skills in each category and discuss the importance of ethics in journalism. Whether you are 

just starting your journalism career or looking to expand your writing repertoire, this chapter 

will provide a valuable foundation for understanding and mastering the different types of 

writing in journalism. 

NEWS STORY:  

 A news story in journalism is a written or spoken report of an event, issue, or topic of interest 

to the general public. The goal of a news story is to inform readers or viewers about what 

happened, when it happened, where it happened, who was involved, and why it matters. 

News stories can cover a wide range of topics, from breaking news events such as natural 

disasters, political scandals, and terrorist attacks to feature stories about interesting people, 

places, or events. Journalists who cover news stories work for newspapers, TV stations, radio 

stations, and online news outlets, and they typically follow a specific set of guidelines and 

practices to ensure their reporting is accurate, fair, and balanced. 

 



When a journalist writes a news story, they typically start by gathering information about the 

topic. This may involve conducting interviews with witnesses, experts, and officials, 

reviewing documents or other materials related to the story, and researching the topic online 

or in print sources. 

Once the journalist has gathered enough information, they will typically organize it into a 

clear and coherent narrative that follows a logical structure. This may involve starting with 

the most important details, such as who was involved and what happened, and then providing 

additional context and analysis to help readers or viewers understand why the story matters. 

Throughout the reporting process, journalists must adhere to ethical standards and principles 

of accuracy, fairness, and impartiality. They must verify all information they receive, seek out 

multiple sources, and strive to provide a balanced and unbiased account of the story. They 

must also respect the privacy and dignity of the people they interview or write about, and 

avoid sensationalizing or exaggerating the facts of the story. 

In conclusion, a news story in journalism is an important way for people to stay informed 

about current events and issues that affect their lives. By following strict guidelines and 

practices, journalists can ensure that their reporting is accurate, fair, and trustworthy, and help 

to uphold the important role of the free press in society. 

THE STRUCTURE OF A NEWS STORY  

All the news stories are structured in an anti-pyramid style so that the major details of the 

story can be emphatically presented in the beginning and the successive part goes with minor 

details of lesser importance. It helps the reader to just know the crux of the story in the 

beginning itself so that he can save the time if he is running short of time 

HEADLINE 



 The headline should be simple and direct sentence. It is written in simple present and active 

voice capable of being understood easily. 

LEAD  

Lead refers to the first paragraph of a news story. The lead provides the substance of the news 

story. The most important part of the story is included in the Lead paragraph 

A lead could be written in many ways taking in to account which part of the story is very 

newsworthy. In news where the prime minister dies, the important part is ‘who’ dies. So, the 

Lead paragraph becomes a who Lead. In the same way, there are many Leads like who lead, 

what lead, when lead, where lead, why lead and how lead (these five Ws and one H are the 

basic elements of a news story) a news story is supposed to answer or satisfy all the five Ws 

and one H. 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF LEADS 

Leads can be further classified as follows 

1. Summary Lead: as it has been already discussed, these leads give the summary or 

the substance of the news. It is a conventional type of writing lead paragraphs. 

2. Anecdotal Lead: anecdotes are interesting stories that attract the readers and 

compel to read further to the successive paragraphs. Some leads start with 

attractive anecdotes 

3. Question Lead: some Leads start with some questions which provoke or puzzle the 

readers. 

4. Question Lead: some Leads start with some questions which provoke or puzzle the 

readers. 



5. Quotation Lead: Lead can begin with a quotation. And the subsequent paragraphs 

will be the demonstration and substantiation of that quote in putting it in relation 

to a particular event. 

The essential components of a News story are 

1. Date Line: A date line includes the name of the place of the incident, the date on 

which the story occurred. 

2. By-Line: The by line consists of the name of the reporter 

3. Credit Line: The name of the person or agency providing the photos. It could be 

News agency, supplying news. 

FEATURES 

What is a feature? The briefest answer is: ‘anything that is not news’. However, simply and 

crisply stated, a feature article is also a type of journalistic writing that ‘entertains and 

informs.’ Described precisely and in other words, a feature article is a piece written with a 

view to elaborate about an exclusive or a particular characteristic distinct, special, marked, 

specific designated information or details of an issue, knowledge or guidance on a given 

event or a happening, subject or a place. It is not a news story. Currently, since the print 

media, particularly the daily newspapers, news magazines, and newsletters carrying news 

reports are experiencing tough times due to declining circulation, and huge financial 

downturn, feature articles and feature stories are getting increased attention for attracting 

higher readerships and beefing up their presence in the marketplace. This is particularly so 

because features are written in simple, casual, and popular language, and are easily digested 

by the reader. These writings are of lasting value with a longer shelf life and are not 

perishable like a news item. Also, more readers want to read features because these are 

hugely instrumental in informing them on issues, they are ignorant about and places they will 



never visit. As stated by Sharon Wheeler, a noted British journalism teacher, who adds further 

that ‘they (readers) want to be given an insight into a famous person’s life and what makes 

them tick…want to be outraged when a miscarriage of justice is revealed…a complicated 

issue to be broken down into layperson’s terms…want an armchair view of the gig we 

couldn’t attend.’ This is exactly what today’s features in newspapers is and news magazines 

are expected to achieve. But the news stories can’t. 

A Feature story is a piece of news item written with a particular intention. So, it can be rather 

subjective as the righter enjoys more freedom to insert his or her personal views in it, in 

contrast to a new story where only objective facts are meant to be passed to the audience. In 

an ordinary news story, the reader can never pass on any special comments of his own as it is 

not permitted. His duty is to inform an event as such as it really happened. But, in feature 

writing, personal comments on a particular topic are entertained, along with anecdotes, 

quotations etc added to it so as to highlight the views of writer. The intention could be to 

inform, or entertain or both, i.e., infotainment (information + entertainment). In feature 

writing, the topic need not necessarily be on a current issue. It could be of any general topic 

of interest. So, the factor of updating needed for news story never comes here 

KINDS/TYPES/FORMS/CATEGORIES OF FEATURES: 

Actually, there are no rigidly set up kinds or categories of features. However, eight categories 

of features have been recognized by many western- particularly British and American- 

professional journalists and noted journalism academicians. 

These include: 

News Features: Such features originate from and are based on important news happenings, 

involving VIPs or notorious criminals or influential personalities. The Indian Express, Delhi, 

specializes in such features - its recent news features on noted criminal, Yasin Bhatkhal and 



his associates, who are now in prison; Uttarakhand floods that caused huge damage to lives 

and property; jailing of Bihar’s former chief minister, other state politicians and former IAS 

officers in the aftermath of the recent Supreme Court judgment on convicted politicians are 

some examples. 

Special Event Features: India holding Commonwealth Games, Delhi University organizing 

Annual Session of the 90th Indian Science Congress, India hosting the UNESCO Annual 

Meet or Delhi being the venue of Commonwealth Heads of Government Conference 

(CHOGM) etc. would all be deemed as special events. Everything connected with these 

events would form excellent theme for a feature. 

Personality Feature: Doing a personal profile of the United Nations General Secretary, Ban 

ki-Moon, visiting India for the first time after his appointment; or writing about the former 

US President’s wife, Michelle Obama’s, journey to the American White House could be good 

subjects under this head 

Interview Feature: Talking to maestro singer Lata Mangeshkar, after she was awarded the 

Bharat Ratna about her life story, and her life-long achievements as a musician: tracing her 

early career years can be an ideal topic for an interview feature. Also, stories like speaking to 

the 70-year-old Japanese who scaled the Mount Everest without oxygen would also be an 

excellent idea for such a story 

How-to Features: Such features are written for guiding users on how to operate or handle 

sensitive, costly equipment, doing hazardous experiments or executing dangerous jobs. The 

purpose is to instruct the user step –by- step, operation by operation, for performing the 

activity, or accomplishing a tedious job expected from the gadget or equipment. This helps 

the user to avoid accidents. 



Background Features: Doing a report on an incident that may be connected with an old, 

historical or ancient event. When the Clock Tower in Delhi’s Chandani Chowk fell down 

several years ago, many newspapers wrote detailed pieces on its background. Similarly, when 

the Indian Science Congress holds its annual session readers would like to learn about its 

history, functions, achievements, etc. These tit- bits can form highly readable background 

features. 

Investigative Features: Investigating the criminal career of the Bhatkhal brothers and their 

associates can be an investigative feature. Probing the causes of communal flare-ups in 

different part of the country would be good subjects for investigative features. 

Colour Features: These features are generally written on the subjects of which the authors 

have deep knowledge and thorough understanding, besides adequate command of the 

language. Often, these topics tend to be light, more descriptive, with frequent creative play on 

the words, capturing the moods of a special occasion such as a fair, holiday season with 

happiness and mirth flirting all around. 

Adventure Features: Remember the young Kolkata girl, Bachandri Pal, the first Indian 

woman to have climbed the Mount Everest. Hers was a unique feat, and that formed a subject 

for an adventure feature. In this category also included are first time travels to tough, highly 

hazardous, frightening regions of Asia, Africa, Antartica, etc. 

Opinion Features: Such pieces are usually based on expertise or research and with the single 

aim of expressing personal views on a crucial subject. That person’s findings should, 

however, weigh heavily in the concerned circles. Historian Irfan Habib on Nehru-Jinnah 

connections, India’s former foreign Secretary’s view on Sino-Indian border dispute, or US 

role in the Middle East, or Chinese activities in the South-East Asia, US’s former Secretary of 



State advocating a permanent membership for India in the UN Security Council come under 

this category 

Human Interest Features: A young boy who lost both his hands in a rail accident, and paints 

beautiful sceneries with a paint brush tucked under his teeth, or the brush held in his feet or a 

high school passout government clerk winning Rs. 5-crore in the television shows “Kaun 

Banega Crorepati” show would be most readable feature stories. 

Development Features: As you would have understood, development communication is an 

integral part of modern-day media research and education. Development stories from remote, 

far-flung areas could present fascinating account and be interesting feature reflecting the 

progress ordinary people there have made. 

 

STRUCTURE OF A FEATURE:  

• Headline:  Headline often decides whether the feature has to be read or not. So, it should be 

as catchy that the reader should tend to start reading. Though the content is very fine, an 

unattractive headline my deter the reading 

• The introduction: The introduction should be so persuasive that the reader should be 

motivated to enter in to the body of the story and move further. 

• The body: The body of the feature should reflect the details of the story. Different kinds of 

views on a particular issue or topic could be represented without losing the underlying and 

unifying rhythm and tempo of the story. 

• Conclusion: The conclusion usually takes a definite perspective and a standpoint on a topic 

and tries to convince its audience by the detailed descriptions and analysis made by the writer 



While writing feature stories, it is important for the writer to understand which kind of 

audience he or she is going to address. The feature should be prepared in accordance with the 

taste of the audience. For instance, a feature on Dalits in India may not necessarily satisfy the 

interest of scientists or doctors, who are generally interested in features related to recent 

developments in medical system. The writer is supposed to bear in mind his intention of what 

he wants to do, such as to persuade, motivate, warn, entertain, inform, instruct, analyse etc. 

ARTICLE WRITING 

Articles appear on the editorial page of a newspaper. Unlike Features, it is a seriously written 

document with scholarly approach. The topic is presented after the detailed study and 

deliberations on the topic. The writer thoroughly and comprehensively reflects upon the 

various aspects of the topic with the support of deep knowledge on it. Articles try to educate 

and inform rather than to entertain. The conclusion is also added in the end in a sober style. 

So, an article is expected to be written with sense of credibility and accuracy after extensive 

research in to the topic. The article contains the element of analysing and judging a current 

situation as well as the prediction of the future based on the analysis of the situation in 

question. 

STRUCTURE OF AN ARTICLE 

An article consists of headline, introduction, body and conclusion 

HEADLINE: The headline should be catchy for the reader 

INTRODUCTION: the Introduction is also called the Lead paragraph. As its 

very name suggests, it leads the reader to take a decision on whether to move 

BODY: The Body of the article comprehensively analyses and discusses the topic in great 

detail 



CONCLUSION: The conclusion of the article can be a summing up of the analysis or a 

Prediction of the future of the topic, in terms of its significance 

EDITORIAL WRITING 

Editorial can be called the conscience of a newspaper or the mirror of its opinions. It can also 

be called the voice of a newspaper. It is a well- studied and carefully structured composition 

in a sober style with a serious approach on a significant issue. It provides the newspaper to 

present its policies, views, perspectives and stand points regarding many burning current 

issues. It should be very objective, unbiased, expertise and logical point of view. It tries to 

influence public opinion so as to make its readers to subscribe to its own perspective. It 

informs as well as calls in to action. 

Editorials can be broadly classified as interpretative editorials (enriching the dimension of the 

readers’ knowledge by interpreting various aspects of an event), Action-oriented editorials 

(calling for an action from the part of public or officials due to the seriousness of an issue) 

Critical editorial (strongly criticising something) and Humorous editorial (adding to the 

humorous perspective to an issue) 

THE STRUCTURE OF AN EDITORIAL 

An editorial consists of a headline, an introduction of the topic, a body of serious critical 

analysis and a powerful conclusion. 

MIDDLES 

As the very term itself suggests, middles come in the middle of an editorial page. That is, it is 

positioned below the article and above the Letters to the Editor. To put in another word, they 

occupy the centre of an editorial page. Contrary to the tone of article, middle is presented in a 

humorous and satirical tone at major political and social developments. As a satirical piece of 



writing, they try to expose the hypocrisy of politicians or the drawback of highly appreciated 

projects and ridicule the stake holders of main stream political and social spheres. 

Unlike the satires which are meant for the humiliation of those who are targeted, Middles are 

not meant for deriving entertainment alone. Instead, they direct the attention of readers to 

serious issues by provoking them to think. But, for this purpose, they are employing the 

humorous side of the topic. Nevertheless, they do not apply any scholarly treatment with 

serious tone and style as articles are preoccupied with. 

OP-ED PIECES:  

As the very name indicates, Op-ed is the abbreviation of opposite the editorial page. Unlike 

editorial, it is written by someone who is not part of the News paper’s editorial Board. The 

Op-ed page is a light piece, compared to the editorial. 

 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ARTICLE AND FEATURE STORY: 

News articles and feature stories may employ creative storytelling. The news article informs 

us briefly with the basic facts and figures. The feature story discovers the situations of the 

frame in detail.  

A news reporter lays out an article by carving it with facts and figures. The feature writer 

adopts a more scientific way of enquiry by spending more time on how and why of any 

matter or event.  

Both the styles of writing are good. Where news articles consist with 5Ws and 1 H, feature 

stories are more creative with a leading intro. They justify the story with quotes and pictures 

and a catchy headline. 



 

a news article and a feature article are two different kinds of content. But plenty of writers 

confuse them. And that’s a no-no. 

Both news articles and feature articles are standard fare in magazines, newspapers, newsletters, 

and yes, blogs. But you don’t want to deliver a full-fledged feature when your client, an editor, 

or a publication asks for a news story. And vice versa. 

So, here’s the gist: 

• A news story reports the facts about an event. 

• A feature story explains the significance of an event. It offers analysis. 

And here’s a bit more. 

TIMING 

• A news article is time-sensitive and of immediate interest. Think election results, 

an accident, a robbery report, a product launch, a court verdict, a medical report 

release, a set of basketball game scores. 

• A feature article can be published at any point. Its content is often evergreen or at least 

lasting. 

CONTENT 



• A news story gives you the quick-and-dirty about the topic. It reports the facts: 

who, what, where, when, why, and how. And a news story is written in a 

straightforward, concise reporting style. 

• A feature article is a human-interest story about a person, event, or place. Rather 

than simply summarizing the subject, a feature article highlights one aspect or 

significance of the story. This kind of content gives you the chance to go in-depth 

on a story or at least one angle of that story. Its less formal style may take an odd 

twist or heart-warming angle at the end. 

STRUCTURE 

• A news story is structured in the inverted pyramid format with key facts at the 

beginning of the article. This way the reader can get basic information in the first 

sentence or two. 

• A feature story allows the subject matter to determine its format, whether in 

a standard outline form (such as a list, sequence, or comparison) or one of 

the seven main story formats. As for the subject matter? Features cover endless 

topics from profiles to narratives, interviews, essays, exposes, how-to’s, columns, 

and reviews. 

LENGTH 

• News articles are short, averaging 100–400 words depending upon the type of 

news and where it is placed in the publication. They are meant to be digested 

quickly. 

http://www.nonprofitcopywriter.com/article-writing.html
http://www.nonprofitcopywriter.com/write-an-outline.html
http://www.nonprofitcopywriter.com/story-plots.html


• Feature articles are longer and dig more deeply into the topic. Length varies for 

each publication, but a typical feature word count runs between 1,000–2,000 

words. 

The best way to know if you’re writing the one you planned? If your reader has 

time to digest only the first sentence or two — yet she still understands the gist of 

the story — then you’ve got a legit news story. But if she needs to stick around 

until the end to get your key takeaway, then rest assured … you’ve written a 

feature. 

 TYPES OF ARTICLES:  

The type of article used in news reporting depends on the story, topic and intended audience, 

and journalists often use a combination of different types of articles to provide comprehensive 

coverage. By understanding the different types of articles, readers can better understand the 

purpose and perspective of the news they consume. 

NEWS ARTICLES: 

News articles are the most common type of article in journalism. They are written in a 

straightforward, objective style and report on recent events, issues or developments. News 

articles typically follow the inverted pyramid structure, with the most important information 

at the beginning and additional details following in descending order of importance. News 

articles are designed to provide readers with the most up-to-date information on a particular 

topic, and often include quotes from experts or eyewitnesses to provide additional context. 

FEATURE ARTICLES: 



Feature articles are longer and more in-depth than news articles. They often focus on a 

particular person, place or event and provide background, context and analysis to help readers 

better understand the topic. Feature articles are often written in a narrative style and may 

include personal anecdotes, quotes and descriptions to help bring the story to life. They may 

also provide a historical perspective or explore the human-interest angle of a story. 

OPINION ARTICLES: 

Opinion articles, also known as editorial or commentary pieces, express the author's point of 

view on a particular issue or topic. They are typically written in a persuasive or argumentative 

style and aim to sway readers to a particular viewpoint. Opinion articles may include personal 

anecdotes, research, statistics and quotes to support the author's argument. They are designed 

to spark discussion and debate, and may also provide a call to action for readers. 

REVIEW ARTICLES: 

Review articles are written to evaluate and critique a particular book, film, play, or other form 

of art or entertainment. They often provide an overview of the work, analyze its strengths and 

weaknesses, and offer a recommendation to readers. Review articles may also include 

interviews with the artist or creator and background information on the work. They are 

designed to help readers make informed decisions about what to read, watch or listen to. 

INVESTIGATIVE ARTICLES: 

Investigative articles are in-depth reports that aim to uncover and expose wrongdoing, 

corruption or other issues that may be hidden from the public. They often involve extensive 

research, interviews and analysis to provide a comprehensive look at a particular issue or 

situation. Investigative articles may take months or even years to produce, but can have a 



significant impact on society and public policy. They are designed to hold those in power 

accountable and shed light on issues that may have been ignored or overlooked. 

HUMAN INTEREST ARTICLES: 

Human interest articles focus on a particular person, group or situation that is unique or 

compelling. They often tell a story that connects emotionally with readers and can be 

uplifting, inspiring or heart-warming. Human interest articles may include personal 

interviews, photographs and other multimedia elements to help readers connect with the 

subject. They are designed to provide a personal connection to a story and show the human 

side of a particular issue or situation. 

SUMMARY: 

• This chapter provides an overview of the different types of writing in 

journalism, including news reporting, feature writing, opinion writing, 

investigative journalism, and news briefs. Each type of writing has a specific 

purpose and audience, and requires a different set of skills and techniques to 

be effective. 

• News reporting is focused on providing objective information about current 

events and is typically written in a clear and concise style. Feature writing, on 

the other hand, is more focused on human interest stories and requires a more 

descriptive and engaging writing style. Opinion writing seeks to persuade the 

audience to take a specific action or adopt a particular point of view, and 

investigative journalism involves a rigorous and thorough investigation 

process to uncover important information. 



• In addition to exploring the different types of writing in journalism, this 

chapter also emphasizes the importance of ethics in journalism. Journalists 

must prioritize accuracy, fairness, and transparency in their writing, and avoid 

sensationalism, bias, and misinformation. 

Overall, this chapter provides a comprehensive overview of the different types of writing in 

journalism and the skills required to be an effective journalist. 

KEYWORS: 

Journalism 

News reporting 

Feature writing 
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News briefs 
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Ethics 
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Fairness 

Transparency 

Sensationalism 

Bias 

Misinformation. 

 



SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS: 

1. What are the different types of writing in journalism? 

2. What is the purpose of news reporting? 

3. How is feature writing different from news reporting? 

4. What is the goal of opinion writing? 

5. What are some key elements of investigative journalism? 

6. How do you write a compelling news story? 

7. How do you craft an effective opinion piece? 

8. What ethical considerations are important to keep in mind when writing in 

journalism? 

9. What is the intended audience for a news brief? 

10. How does writing for online media differ from writing for print media? 

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: 

1. What is the primary goal of news reporting? 

a) To persuade the audience to take a specific action 

b) To inform the audience about current events 

c) To entertain the audience with interesting stories 

d) To criticize the actions of public figures 

 

2. How is feature writing different from news reporting? 

a) Feature writing is more focused on human interest stories 

b) Feature writing is always written in first-person perspective 

c) Feature writing is more objective than news reporting 

d) Feature writing is only used in online media 

 

3. What is the purpose of opinion writing? 

a) To provide objective facts and information 

b) To entertain the audience with interesting stories 

c) To persuade the audience to take a specific action 

d) To inform the audience about current events 



 

4. What are some key elements of investigative journalism? 

a) Sensationalism and exaggeration 

b) Unsubstantiated rumors and speculation 

c) A thorough and rigorous investigation process 

d) Unethical or illegal behavior 

 

5. How do you write a compelling news story? 

a) By including your personal opinions and biases 

b) By focusing on sensational or emotional elements 

c) By providing clear, objective facts and information 

d) By using complex and technical language 

 

6. What ethical considerations are important to keep in mind when writing in 

journalism? 

a) Accuracy, fairness, and transparency 

b) Sensationalism and exaggeration 

c) Personal opinions and biases 

d) Entertainment value over factual accuracy 

 

7. What is the intended audience for a news brief? 

a) Specialized groups or organizations 

b) The general public 

c) Only journalists and other media professionals 

d) Government officials and policymakers 

 

8. How does writing for online media differ from writing for print media? 

a) Online media allows for more in-depth and complex writing 

b) Print media is more interactive and multimedia-focused 

c) Online media has a shorter attention span and requires more concise 

writing 

d) Print media is only used for long-form journalism 

 

9. What is the goal of headline writing? 

a) To provide a summary of the article's content 

b) To mislead or deceive the audience 

c) To use clickbait to generate more traffic 

d) To promote personal opinions and biases 



 

10. What is the difference between a news feature and a human-interest feature? 

a) A news feature is more objective than a human-interest feature 

b) A news feature focuses on current events, while a human-interest 

feature is more personal 

c) A news feature is always written in first-person perspective 

d) A human-interest feature is more focused on hard-hitting facts and 

information. 

 

          ANSWERS OF THESE QUESTIONS: 

b) To inform the audience about current events 

a) Feature writing is more focused on human interest stories 

c) To persuade the audience to take a specific action 

c) A thorough and rigorous investigation process 

c) By providing clear, objective facts and information 

a) Accuracy, fairness, and transparency 

b) The general public 

c) Online media has a shorter attention span and requires more concise writing 

a) To provide a summary of the article's content 

b) A news feature focuses on current events, while a human-interest feature is 

more personal. 
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CHAPTER NO. 6 

CHALLENGES IN REPORTING  

OBJECTIVES: 

• After reading this chapter you will understand the challenges faced by 

journalists in selecting and curating online content in the digital age, including 

the abundance of information, fake news, and disinformation. 

• You will explore the trends in online content selection and consumption, 

including the role of social media, algorithms, and personalized content in 

shaping the news industry. 

• You will highlight the importance of maintaining high standards of accuracy, 

fairness, and ethics in journalism, particularly in the face of online challenges. 

• You will examine the tools and techniques used by journalists to verify and 

curate online content, including fact-checking, source verification, and data 

analysis. 

• You will emphasize the significance of diverse perspectives and sources in 

journalism, and the role of online content selection in shaping public opinion 

and discourse. 

• You will the end of this chapter, readers will have gained insight into the 

challenges and trends associated with online content selection in journalism, as 

well as the tools and principles necessary for maintaining high standards of 

journalistic ethics and accuracy in the digital age. 

INTRODUCITON: 



As the digital revolution continues to transform the media landscape, online 

journalism has become a critical component of the news industry. With the abundance 

of information available on the internet, selecting and curating online content has 

become a challenging task for journalists. The rise of fake news and misinformation 

has also made it more crucial than ever for journalists to maintain high standards of 

accuracy, fairness, and ethics in their reporting. 

This chapter will delve into the challenges and trends associated with selecting online 

content in journalism. We will examine the role of social media in shaping the news 

industry and explore the tools and techniques used by journalists to curate and verify 

online content. Additionally, we will discuss the impact of algorithms and 

personalized content on the distribution of news and the importance of maintaining 

diverse perspectives in journalism. 

Through this chapter, readers will gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of 

online content selection in the digital age and the importance of upholding journalistic 

principles in the face of rapidly evolving technology and media landscapes. 

CHALLENGES IN REPORTING: 

Reporting is an important part of journalism, as it is the way in which news is 

communicated to the public. However, reporting can be challenging, and journalists 

often face a number of obstacles and difficulties in the process. In this chapter, we will 

discuss some of the challenges that journalists face when reporting. 

Access to Information: One of the biggest challenges that journalists face is getting 

access to information. Governments, corporations, and other organizations often limit 

access to information that they believe could be damaging to their interests. This can 

make it difficult for journalists to get the facts they need to report accurately. 



Censorship: In some countries, censorship is a major challenge for journalists. 

Governments may restrict what can be reported, and journalists who try to report on 

sensitive topics may face harassment, imprisonment, or other forms of persecution. 

Safety: Reporting can be dangerous, particularly in conflict zones or areas where 

criminal organizations hold sway. Journalists may be targeted for violence or 

intimidation, and some have been killed while on the job. Ensuring the safety of 

journalists is a critical issue for the media industry. 

Verification: In today's digital age, misinformation and fake news are prevalent. 

Journalists must be careful to verify the information they receive and report only what 

is true. This can be challenging, as sources may not always be reliable, and the 

pressure to be first with a story can lead to errors. 

Time Constraints: In the fast-paced world of journalism, time is always a factor. 

Journalists must work quickly to report on breaking news, often with limited resources 

and under tight deadlines. This can make it difficult to verify information, conduct in-

depth research, or give stories the attention they deserve. 

 

Bias: Journalists must strive to remain impartial and report the facts objectively. 

However, personal biases and editorial pressures can influence the way stories are 

reported. Ensuring balanced reporting can be a challenge, particularly when dealing 

with controversial or divisive issues. 

Language Barriers: In today's globalized world, journalists may need to report on 

stories from other countries or cultures. Language barriers can make it difficult to get 

accurate information or to report on stories in a culturally sensitive way. 



In conclusion, reporting is an essential part of the media industry, but it is not without 

its challenges. Journalists must contend with issues of access to information, 

censorship, safety, verification, time constraints, bias, and language barriers, among 

others. Despite these challenges, journalists play a critical role in providing the public 

with accurate and timely information, and their work is essential to a functioning 

democracy. 

NEW TRENDS AND TECHNOLOGY IN REPORTING: 

The field of reporting has undergone significant changes in recent years due to the 

emergence of new technologies and trends. Here are some of the challenges, trends, 

and technologies that are shaping the future of reporting: 

Data Journalism: Data journalism involves using data analysis to generate news 

stories and insights. With the rise of big data, this field has become increasingly 

important in reporting. Journalists need to have strong data analysis skills and use 

specialized tools such as Excel, Python, and R to gather, clean, and analyze data. 

 

Citizen Journalism: Citizen journalism involves members of the public reporting on 

events or issues they witness using smartphones, social media, or other digital 

platforms. This trend has democratized reporting and allowed for more diverse voices 

to be heard. However, it also presents challenges around verifying sources and 

ensuring accuracy. 

Virtual Reality: Virtual reality (VR) technology is being used in reporting to create 

immersive experiences that allow audiences to better understand complex stories. This 

technology can transport viewers to the scene of a story and provide a 360-degree 



view of the environment. However, the cost and complexity of creating VR content 

remain a challenge. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI): AI is being used in reporting to automate tasks such as 

fact-checking and language translation. It can also be used to analyze large amounts of 

data and identify patterns and trends. However, there are concerns around the 

accuracy and bias of AI-generated content. 

Social Media: Social media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook have become 

important sources of news and information for many people. Journalists need to be 

able to use social media effectively to identify and verify sources, as well as engage 

with audiences. 

 

Mobile Reporting: With the rise of smartphones, journalists can now report from the 

field using mobile devices. This allows for more immediate reporting and the ability 

to capture multimedia content such as photos and videos. However, mobile reporting 

also presents challenges around data security and connectivity. 

Collaborative Journalism: Collaborative journalism involves journalists and news 

organizations working together to report on a story. This can involve sharing 

resources, data, and expertise to produce more comprehensive and accurate reporting. 

Solutions Journalism: Solutions journalism focuses on reporting not just on 

problems but also on potential solutions. This approach aims to empower audiences 

and encourage positive change by highlighting successful strategies and initiatives. 



Multimedia Reporting: Multimedia reporting involves using a variety of mediums to 

tell a story, such as photos, videos, podcasts, and interactive graphics. This approach 

allows for a more engaging and immersive experience for audiences. 

Community Engagement: Community engagement involves actively involving the 

audience in the reporting process. This can include soliciting feedback and story ideas 

from the community, as well as hosting events and forums to encourage dialogue. 

Personalization: Personalization involves tailoring news content to the specific 

interests and preferences of individual readers or viewers. This approach uses 

algorithms to curate content and provide personalized recommendations. 

Fact-Checking: Fact-checking involves verifying the accuracy and credibility of 

news stories. With the rise of misinformation and fake news, fact-checking has 

become increasingly important in maintaining the credibility of news organizations. 

Audience-Centric Reporting: Audience-centric reporting involves prioritizing the 

needs and interests of the audience when reporting on a story. This approach involves 

using audience research and data analytics to better understand what topics and 

formats are most appealing to the audience. 

Mobile Journalism: Mobile journalism (also known as "mojo") involves using 

mobile devices such as smartphones and tablets to report, edit, and share news 

content. This approach is becoming increasingly popular as mobile devices become 

more powerful and sophisticated. 

Live Reporting: Live reporting involves reporting events as they happen, often using 

social media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook to provide real-time updates. 

This approach allows journalists to quickly disseminate breaking news and engage 

with audiences in real time. 



Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools: AI tools such as machine learning and natural 

language processing are becoming more widely used in reporting. These tools can 

help journalists automate tasks such as transcription, translation, and content curation. 

Automated Journalism: Automated journalism involves using algorithms to generate 

news stories. While still in its early stages, this approach has the potential to increase 

the speed and efficiency of news production, although it raises concerns about the role 

of journalists in the news production process. 

Non-Traditional News Sources: Non-traditional news sources such as social media 

influencers, bloggers, and podcasts are becoming increasingly important in the news 

ecosystem. These sources offer alternative perspectives and voices that are not 

typically found in traditional news outlets. 

SELECTION OF ONLINE CONTENT: 

Selection of online content can be a daunting task, with the vast amount of 

information available on the internet. However, it is crucial to carefully evaluate and 

choose the content you consume online as it can impact your knowledge, perspective, 

and worldview. 

Here are some factors to consider when selecting online content: 

 

Credibility: The internet is full of misinformation, so it's essential to verify the 

credibility of the content before consuming it. Look for sources that are reputable, 

such as academic institutions, government organizations, and news outlets with a track 

record of accurate reporting. Check for references, citations, and sources used in the 

content to evaluate the accuracy and legitimacy of the information. 



Relevance: Ensure that the content you consume is relevant to your interests, needs, 

or goals. Avoid getting distracted by clickbait titles and sensational headlines that may 

not be relevant to your needs. Instead, use specific keywords and search terms to 

narrow down your search to the most relevant content. 

Diversity: Exposure to diverse perspectives and opinions can broaden your worldview 

and enhance your critical thinking skills. Seek out content from different sources, 

including those with opposing views to challenge your biases and assumptions. Be 

mindful of echo chambers and filter bubbles that can limit your exposure to new ideas 

and information. 

Timeliness: Some online content may be time-sensitive, such as news articles and 

social media updates. Ensure that the content is up-to-date and relevant to the current 

situation. Be wary of outdated information that may be misleading or inaccurate. 

Accessibility: Consider the accessibility of the content, including language, format, 

and device compatibility. Look for content that is easy to understand and navigate, 

especially if it's technical or complex. Consider using tools such as translation 

software or text-to-speech technology to overcome language and accessibility barriers. 

 

In conclusion, selecting online content requires careful evaluation and consideration 

of various factors such as credibility, relevance, diversity, timeliness, and 

accessibility. By being mindful of these factors, you can make informed decisions 

about the content you consume and avoid misinformation, disinformation, and 

propaganda. 

NEWS GATHERING AN INTRODUCTION: 



News is the most important editorial content for the editorial department of a daily 

newspaper. In a newspaper, views are secondary. Reviews, previews and interviews 

are even tertiary. Most of the pages of the paper are covered by news. Only one or two 

pages are there for views. 

News is gathered by many segments. Even readers collect news from different sources 

of media. More so if the reader is interested in journalism or that reader is a student of 

journalism doing the assignments of news gathering of yesterday events or weekly 

events at international, national, regional and local level. 

From professional point of views news is also collected by the desk despite the fact 

that the news haunting is not the primary job of a news desk. The main task of a news 

desk is to make the best presentation of the news submitted by the reportorial staffs. 

On the other hand, reportorial staffs consisting of reporters and correspondents have to 

primarily gather the news for their organisation using different methods and 

techniques. 

NEWS GATHERING: 

This activity is an important method and technique which is executed by both 

professionals, semi-professionals and non-professionals. When it is carried out by 

readers interested in journalism or students of journalism executing some assignments, 

it is generally described as non-professional or semi-professional activities. But when 

it is performed by newsman, it is called professional activities. We all know that news 

section is divided into two parts in the editorial department of a daily newspaper: one 

is news room for editorial staffs and the other is reporters’ room for reportorial staff. 

News room people have to mainly edit, give headlines, sub-heads and intro and polish 

the stories to make it worth-reading. But being news persons, editorial staffs also 



gather news as and when extremely required. Reportorial staffs are primarily 

responsible for news gathering and, in this process, they use various news gathering 

methods and techniques which will we comprehensively discussed in this lesson. 

NEWS GATHERING BY READERS:  

Readers are not called a professional news hunter. But those who are active and 

interested readers, they may execute the activities of news gathering time and again in 

a non-professional, semi-professional and even professional manner as and when 

required. More so in this modern era, when the citizen journalism has reached from 

peak to pinnacle. Other kinds of active readers are those who are journalism students, 

performing such assignments of news gathering. That means only those readers who 

are interested in journalism and those who are in the process of becoming journalists 

do perform such activities. When such readers gain more experience and maturity, 

they may apply the methods and techniques of news gathering in a professional 

manner. In this fast-growing era of citizen journalism, it is not possible for any 

newspaper organisation to reach every point and spot to gather news. Therefore, such 

news organisations request even the interested readers to collect some burning and 

public interest news with photographs from their locality. And such news 

organisations sometimes publish the citizen story with by lines or give some prize to 

them. In this way, newspaper organisations also create their own stringers for their 

own future requirements making a continuous line of action for news gathering. 

Readers generally gather news from different mass media like newspapers, radio, 

television and internet. Sometimes such serious readers walk down to a public library 

and they easily note down the international, national, regional and local news. They 

also keep apps of different news. Moreover, they get the news on Google news. 

Sometimes newspaper clippings are also sent through WhatsApp by such groups and 



is also put on Facebook or Twitter. In this way, an active reader collects news from 

newspaper, digital media, social media like Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, 

WhatsApp, Google, mobile apps, television and radio by using these in a sincere 

manner. They also check the factuality of a news on Google News, pictures on Google 

image and visuals on Google video. In this way such readers learn to check even the 

fake news. These days even FM channels of radio has also become an important 

source of news gathering for readers. 

NEWS GATHERING BY DESK: 

Sources of news are innumerable. If one has nose for news, he can get it while 

walking on the streets or even casually talking to the people. Sometimes news 

automatically comes to the newspaper office without any effort just because it is a 

newspaper. Source can be hard or weak. A source is said to be hard when the facts of 

a news come from the horse's mouth. On the state government policies, for example, 

the Chief Minister or other ministers, top officials of the concerned ministries of 

departments, etc are the hard sources. But they cannot be treated to be hard enough 

regarding matters that do not fall within the purview of their own functioning. Press 

releases and briefings by spokesperson are equally hard. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS AGENCIES: 

Moreover, desk persons get news from international news agencies like Reuter, AP, 

AFP, TASS, etc. Such agencies directly send the various social, economic, political, 

educational, cultural, religious and spiritual news of the world directly to the desk. 

Such stories are written by the professionals. So, these don't require much effort while 

editing. Such stories are painlessly edited. 

NATIONAL NEWS AGENCIES: 



Further, there are several national news agencies like Press Trust of India (PTI), 

United News of India (UNI), Bhasha, Univarta, ANI, etc. which provide national 

news of all varieties to the desk. Again, such stories are painlessly edited since these 

are prepared by professionally trained journalists. Here PTI and UNI are English news 

agencies while Bhasha and Univarta are Hindi news agencies which largely covers the 

Hindi belt. 

REPORTERS / CORRESPONDENTS:  

Desk of an editorial department of a daily newspaper gets major news items from 

there on reporters and correspondents. Here the chief reporter plays an active role. 

What stories did the paper miss? What stories were covered adequately? Where did 

the rival newspaper score over his? He is accountable to all these. Similarly senior 

reporters and reporters from different beats are responsible for satisfactorily covering 

their concern beats. The chief of the bureau, special correspondents, principal 

correspondents, correspondents, etc. are all responsible for covering their respective 

areas and reporting to the desk accordingly. Even foreign correspondent who is 

generally very senior in rank takes care of the news of all varieties of the country 

where he or he has been posted. Other than that, there are column-wise paid stringers 

who take care of news of their area and send news directly to the desk. The editorial 

staffs generally take a lot of pains in editing the copies of cub reporters and stringers 

since they are not so trained nor are they so experienced. 

MONITORING:  

There are proper provisions for radio, television, internet, telephones, etc. Sometimes, 

when there are some confusions about the news stories, its incompleteness, its non-

availability or its lop-sidedness, then the desk people definitely take some help from 



the available media. If something news is repeatedly getting released in the radio 

bulletin, but there is no mention of such news by the own correspondents or reporters 

including the news agencies then the radio bulletins help and give a clue. For even 

better stories, the news editor may contact their own correspondents and reporters. In 

this way, other media are minutely and meticulously monitored. 

So, in this case of television channels, since most of the work of the news room is 

executed by the sub editorial desk, the Deputy news editor (DNE) or the News editor 

(NE) or both go to the TV room for some chit-chat or relaxation over a cup of tea. 

Meanwhile, when they view some breaking news over TV channels, then they 

compare the stories of their own correspondents and reporters including their own 

subscribed news agencies. If they feel that some relevant portions of the event are 

missing in the copies, then they ask and re-ask their own field staff to follow up. 

So is the case with Internet. And sometimes that editorial staff uses all the available 

media and derive certain conclusions and compare their own copies. Other than DNE 

or NE, sub editors sometimes also use radio, TV, internet, especially when they come 

an hour before their duty time. Then that sub editor may draw the attention of the 

DNE or NE or his chief sub editor about the news. In fact, all the editorial staff keep 

on enriching their knowledge about events with the help of other newspapers, radio, 

television, internet, etc. and directly or indirectly help the desk and the reportorial 

staff. 

NEWS GATHERING BY REPORTORIAL STAFF:  

Reportorial staff consists of own reporters and own correspondents. Even own 

subscribed news agencies are treated as reporters with well-edited copies as these 

copies are screened by the agency desk. Yet it is further screened by the news desk of 



the newspaper. Reportorial staff are the major source of news. They are the most 

reliable and authentic source. There is no need for check, cross-check and multi-

check. These staff adopt several methods and techniques for news gathering like press 

release, press conference, spot visit, interview, symposium, official reports, etc. 

PRESS RELEASE:  

Raptorial staffs get a lot of press releases. Press release, press note, press statement or 

press hand out or simply hand out are the same thing. I t is also called news release. It 

is a statement on behalf of the government, political parties, institutions or even an 

individual given to the press. It is released by Press Information Bureau (PIB), State 

Public Relations Departments, District Public Relations Departments and several 

other registered bodies. When it comes from unregistered or unauthorized bodies, it is 

need to be checked, cross-checked and multi-checked. 

PRESS CONFERENCE:  

Press release is a one-way communication. When such events which need discussions, 

dialogues or two-way communications between the press and the authority, then a 

press conference is organised by the authority. 

It is a formal conference of newsmen invited by a dignitary in which after initial 

announcement, he answers questions of the pressmen. It is also called news 

conference or news briefing or press briefing or simply briefing. That is to say that 

press briefing is similar to press conference in which pressmen are told something and 

they can ask questions. The briefing is done by spokesman who is authorised to make 

a statement and answers questions on behalf of a dignitary, department or party.  

A minister holds a press conference, while a spokesman of the minister's secretariat 

briefs the press. A political party president addresses a press conference while a party 



general secretary briefs the press. Hence, there is a hairline difference between press 

conference and briefing, but press conference sounds more formal, while briefing is 

less formal. Thus, press conference is an old and important method and technique of 

news gathering. 

SPOT REPORTING:  

Spot visit of the concerned beat is treated as very authentic method and technique of 

news gathering. In the modern journalism, this tendency is having its natural death 

especially due to lack of time. But it needs to be revived. 

INTERVIEW:  

It is yet another important method and technique of news gathering. When dignitaries 

are properly interviewed by reportorial staff, it makes a very good story. This is 

mainly because it is based on interpersonal communication where continuous 

interactions and frequent feedbacks are possible. Due to these traits, it sometimes 

creates not only an in-depth story, but interesting too. Sometimes even news agencies 

reporters/correspondent’s creed stories based on interview which are happily and 

enthusiastically published by newspapers and magazines. Hence, formal interviews, 

informal interviews, structured interviews, unstructured interviews, in-depth 

interviews have recently emerged as tool of reporting a news or even writing a feature. 

SYMPOSIUM: 

News gathering is also executed with the method and technique of symposium. 

Basically, a symposium is a type of interview in which one question is asked to so 

many people of different varieties and accordingly a story is compiled. For example, 

when union or state budget is released, the journalist ask only one question: "How is 

the budget?". And he asks this question to so many people like farmers, salaried class, 



businessman, housewives and so on and compiles a lovely story in the form of budget 

reactions. And sometimes such stories become very effective with attractive headlines 

like "Union budget: a Monalisa’s smile" or "Pranab ke budget se holi ke rang mein 

bhang". 

OFFICIAL REPORTS: 

Such reports published by government or semi-government bodies serve as important 

tool of news gathering. A campus reporter may get a lot of important news 

informations with the help of annual report or minutes of executive councils or 

academic councils or courts or planning boards 

Thus, news gathering methods and techniques are very wide, broad and extensive. 

Right from readers to desk and from desk to reportorial staff, it is a complete cycle of 

news gathering for the effective production of newspaper with standard news 

contents, elegant photographs, fascinating cartoons, superb animations, juicy scandals 

and so on. 

SUMMARY: 

This chapter explores the impact of the digital age on the news industry and the 

challenges faced by journalists in selecting and curating online content. The 

abundance of information, the rise of fake news and disinformation, and the influence 

of social media are among the major challenges faced by journalists in online content 

selection. 

The chapter also highlights the importance of maintaining high standards of accuracy, 

fairness, and ethics in journalism, particularly in the face of online challenges. 

Journalists use various tools and techniques, such as fact-checking, source 

verification, and data analysis, to verify and curate online content. 



The impact of algorithms and personalized content on the distribution of news and 

public discourse is also examined. The chapter emphasizes the significance of diverse 

perspectives and sources in journalism, and the role of online content selection in 

shaping public opinion and discourse. 

 

Overall, this chapter aims to provide readers with a deeper understanding of the 

complexities of online content selection in the digital age, as well as the tools and 

principles necessary for maintaining high standards of journalistic ethics and accuracy 

in the face of rapidly evolving technology and media landscapes. 
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SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS: 

1. How does social media impact the distribution of news and the selection of 

online content, and what are the implications for journalistic ethics and 

standards? 

2. What tools and techniques do journalists use to verify and curate online 

content, and how effective are these methods in ensuring accuracy and 

credibility? 



3. How do algorithms and personalized content influence the selection and 

consumption of online news, and what are the potential consequences for 

public discourse and opinion? 

4. What are the ethical considerations involved in online content selection, 

particularly in the context of fake news, disinformation, and propaganda? 

5. How can journalists ensure that they maintain diverse perspectives and sources 

in their reporting, and what role does online content selection play in shaping 

public opinion and discourse? 

6. What are the emerging trends in online content selection and consumption, and 

how can journalists stay ahead of these developments to maintain relevance 

and credibility in the digital age? 

7. How can individuals as news consumers become more discerning about the 

online content they consume, and what steps can they take to avoid falling 

prey to fake news and disinformation? 
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